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1 3 er THe: 
Þ LIFE of Dr. Williams. 
® \ 


UR Preſent Deſign. heing to relate 
as well ſome eminent Things which 


have happened in the ſeparated « 

Churches of Chriſt” in this Nation, 1 

ſince the late Revolution, as what ſhare this 7 

* Eminent Servant of God, has thro the Agency 3 
| of Divine Providence been honour d with in 1 
thoſe Affairs: I ſhall not therefore, as is uſual in 1 

| Hiſtories of this kind, trouble my ſelf or the 2 
* Reader of theſe Sheets with the looking back to 1 

his Nativity, Genealogy, or Introduction into =_— 

F the World, or into that Sphere of Action which 'Y 
. he was in his Childhood appointed to move 1 
"P in; theſe Things being too much below the De- q 
ſign. But proceed to the more weighty Affairs of 4 

. his Life, and of the Times he liv'd in, ſo far as 'Y 
1 he had any concern in them. | | 'F 
. For this Reaſon, I have called this Work by i 
i” the ſignificant Title of Mzmoixs, rather than 1 
Es | . > that 3 
"8 ws 1 


2 MEMOIRsS of the 


that of aCompleat Hiſtory, which indeed, muſt not 


2 


only have confin'd me to the particular Accounts 
'which he had a ſhare in the Management of, but 
alſo to his particular ſhare of thoſe Actions, and 
have made this Work leſs uſeful to the Memory 
of the Perſon ſpoken of, and leſs profitable and 
inſtructing to thoſe who ſhall read it: Contract- 
ng it ſo entirely to the Actions of the Man 
whoſe Hiſtory we ſhotild be writing, as not to 
allow thoſe needful Excurſions into the State of 
Things as we have now the Liberty to do, and 
which will not only Profit and Divert the Rea- 
der, but make the Character of the Perſon the 
Account of his Conduct, and the Memory of his 
Diligence and Uſefulneſs in the Work, and to 
the Intereſt in which he was embarked much 
more Perfect and Compleat. \ 

1 ſhall therefore go no farther back in the 
Hiſtory of the Life of Mr. Williams than to ob- 
ſerve, that at the Time of the late Troubles, in 
the Reign of King James II. he was Paſtor of a 
Presby terianCongregation in the City of Dublin, 
Called the Woodftreer Congregation, and to whom 
he teſtified his Affection ſo, at his laſt Hours, 
as to leave a Legacy to their Poor of no leſs 
than Forty Pounds, beſides other conſiderable 
Legacies to ſome of the Members of that Con- 
gregation. | 


He was ſo uſeful a Perſon in General, and had 


ſuch Influence there among People of the greateſt 
Quality, as made him not only very helpful to 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, but very obnoxious- to 
the Rage and inveterate Malice of. the Popiſh 
Party; and at length, as that Popiſh Party, W 
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LirE of Dr. WꝭILLIA BIS. 3 
tbe Conduct and Management of King James, 
and his Great Triſh Favourite, the Lord Tyrcon- 
nell, grew more abſolute and inſolent, it made 
his Caſe, as it was the Caſe of many other active 
Inftruments in the Proteſtant Cauſe, be very dif- 
ficult; till at laſt, it was really no longer ſafe to 
him to ſtay in a Country where a Party inured 
to Maſſacrees and Blood, guided by Principles to 
deſtroy thoſe that by Principle oppoſed them, 
and encouraged by their Governours to offer all 
kinds of Violence to thoſe who ſtood in the Gap, 
againſt the Inundation of Tyranny, which was 
then breaking out; had Arms put in their Hands, 
and a full Liberty of uſing them, to the Deſtru- 

Ction of all that oppoſed them. ; 
This, in particular, made it unſafe to Mr. 
Williams to ſtay any longer in Dublin; and as 
any other part of Ireland was at that time ſo far 
from affording a Retreat to him, that it was leſs 
a Retreat for ſuch as he was, than Dublin it ſelf ; 
Þ he could not think of any Thing leſs than re- 
turning to England; where, as he was ſure of be- 
ing Safe and Eaſy, ſo he might, in time, be made 
uſeful to the beſt Intereſt, as he had been before 
in Ireland. 5 . 5 
It may be needful to obſerve here, becauſe it 
may obviate ſome Objections which I ſhall meet 
with afterwards, and anſwer ſome officious En- 
quirers into the manner of his amaſling the 
Wealth left behind him; I ſay, it may be need- 
ful to obſerve here, that as he had been intro- 
duced into the World in very good Circumſtan- 
ces, ſo he had partly by Marriage in Treland, 
partly by confiderable Legacies left him by Per- 
ſons of Eminence there, who valued him = 
B 2 his 


44 MEMOIRS of the. 
his extraordinary Merit, and partly by a Wiſe 
and Prudent Oeconomy of his private Affairs, 
' conſiderably encreasd his Eſtate, and was not 
only maſter of a good Competence, but beyond 
that, was eſteemed very Rich at the time of his 
leaving that Kingdom. | 

This and the juſt Fame of an unſpotted Inte- 
grity, as well as a maſterly Judgment and Pru- 
dience of Conduct, brought upon him the into- 
lerable Burthen of Executorſhips, Family Truſts, 
and other Encumbrances, occaſion'd from bein 
often engaged by his dying Friends to Council, 
Direct and Aſſiſt their Widows and Orphans in 
the Management of their Affairs: In theſe weigh- 
ty and troubleſome Matters, he always avoided. as . 
much as poſlible the embarraſſing himſelf with 
the Truſts, chooſing rather to be the Adviſer 
and Director of others joyn'd with him in ſuch 
Adminiſtrations, than to Act immediately, or 
take Eſtates into his Hands ; which often involve 
Executors unavoidably in the moſt inextricable 
"Difficulties, and expoſe them to the Clamours of 
unthinking Orphans, who are ſeldom fatisfied 
| 75 the moſt prudent Conduct of their Guar- 

ians. | Y 

This Caution of his was much his Advantage, 
as it made his Way eaſy when he found his Re- 
treat neceſſary, as above ; and as it kept his own 
Affairs unentangled, ſo that at his Death he 
leaves no long Accounts unſettled, no Diſputes 
with any undetermined, no Claims of any kind 
upon him, and he that was ſo often the Arbiter 
of other, Peoples Differences was ſure to leave be- 
hind him none of his own. 1 7 5 
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| Lirt of Dr. WIL II Aus. 8 
| Ic theſe Circumſtances he came over to Eng- 
land, about the time of the late Revolution, and 
he had not been here long before he found he 
was made uſeful even in his very Flight, and 
that to thoſe very People, and ſome of his own 
Congregation, who were, at firſt, not only very 
loth to part with him, but even had almoſt refle- 
cted upon his Sant of Courage and Steadineſs 
in God's Cauſe,” for quitting fo eaſily the Charge 
he was engaged in, and ſeeking his own Preſer- 
vation. b 8 5 | 
But in a little time he found himſelf uſeful in 
England, even to many of thoſe very People who 
being in a very few Months ablig'd, tho by far 
leſs obnoxious than he was, to fly alſo to England, 
found him here a very comfortable Forerunner 
many Ways, and uſeful to them for their Encou- 
ragement, Aſſiſtance, and to many, even a Pro- 
vider for them in their Nile and Diſtreſs. 
For Mr. IW illiams being in London could not be 
hid from the World, the Miniſters firſt, and 
ſoon. after the beſt of the People among the Diſ- 
ſenters courted his Service and Acquaintance im- 
mediately, and as well for his moſt Polite and 
exquiſite Converſation, as for his popular Preach- 
ing, he became more than ordinarily acceptable 
to all ſorts of People, was exceedingly Followed, 
and had preſently the offer of ſeveral extraordi- 
nary Settlements, which however he at ſirſt de- 
clined for ſome time. | 
His being thus rendred acceptable among the 
Piſſenters at his firſt Appearance, was a remark- 
able Providence to many Families, I might per- 
haps ſay with Truth, to many Thouſands. For 
the dreadful Havock which Tyrcapmell, ſupported 
-by 
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ö 
by a great Army of Iriſh Cut-Throats, made in 
 Treland, after King James was fled, taking Poſ- 

ſeſſion of the whole Kingdom for his abdicated 


Maſter, and afterwards of the City of Dublin it 
ſelf: I ſay, that Popiſh Army ſpreading it ſelf 
into all Parts, made ſuch a havock of the Prote- 
ſtants Eſtates and Effects, and began ſuch viſible 
Encroachments and Oppreſſiong upon them as 


plainly ſhew'd them what they were to expect, 


and this made them fly from all Parts of that 
Kingdom with their Families and Effects, at 
leaſt ſuch as they could ſecure, and flock to Eng- 
land in great Numbers, and ſome in great Bi- 
Ss ao,” + . 
Here they found Mr. Williams like Joſeph to 
his Brethren, not only ready to Encourage, Di- 
rect, and even Aſſiſt them alſo, which he did 
© Chearfully, and to a lagge Degree out of his own 
the good Opinion of the 
People here, as to be made a happy Inſtrament 
on one Hand to excite in General the Engliſh 


Diſſenters to Relieve and Supply the ruined Fa- 
milies of their Fellow-Proteſtants, who were 
fled from the bloody and cruel Hands of the 7riſþ 


Papiſts, and were really Sufferers for a good 
Conſcience, and therefore were real Objects of 
their Charity. But alſo on the other hand, was 


able to recommend particular Families and Per- 


ſons according to their Merit, their Circum- 
ſtances, and their Profeſſions, and to introduce 
them as well among the Diſſenters as ſuch, as al- 


ſo higher, and even at the Court and to King 


William himſelf, from whom his Majeſty being 


a true judge of Men Mr. Williams could not be 
| Concealed. [by A ES TY: bes is s 4 


But 


LIESE of Dr. WILIA S. © 
Thus he was to the poor Refugee Proteſtants 
not only a Friend, a Comforter, and a Miniſter, 
but another Joſeph, a Fountain of Supply, a Re= 
fuge in a ſtrange Land, a mean to their Support 
and Aſſiſtance in general; and to many other of 
them in particular he was an Introduction to their 
being employ'd and ad vancd, as well in Civil as 
Military Employments, whereby they were made 
inſtrumental to do good to themſelves and others, 
and in time to help drive out of the Kingdom of 
Ireland that Popiſn Enemy, and overthrow that 

Army which had been the Cauſe of their flyin 
from their Native Country, and of all the Mit 
chiefs following. 

Thus even in that Action of his Life, which 
his Friends thought the worſt of, he was made 
uſeful to them in particular who thought ſo, and 
uſeful in general to the Proteſtant Intereſt and 
the Cauſe of Religion. . 

Nor did he make an ill Uſe of the Advantages 
which Providence by this means put into his 
Hands of doing Good ; for firſt of all, his o.]õů n 
Beneficent Temper inſpir'd others at that time 
with Principles of Charity, and with a Senſe of 
the Sufferings of their Fellow Proteſtants, which 
at firſt it was not ſo eaſy to make them ſenſible 
of: For there went about at firſt among the 
Good People of England, and in London eſpecially, 
little kind of Prejudices againſt the Conduct of 
the Iriſh Proteſtants, as if they had feared where 
no fear was, and fled when none purſued ; at 
leaſt that they had been too timorous, and had 
abandon'd their Friends when they were in no 
apparent Neceſlity, and had thereby diſcouraged 
others from joyning their united Strength _ 

| | | ther 
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them and other Tokens of Fear, t 
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ther for the defence of the Country, and encou- 


. raged the Native Iriſh, a People deſpicable and 
.contemptible to the laſt Degree, if fairly engag'd . 


and facd in the Field, but Inſolent and Cruel in 
proportion to their cowardly 'Tempers, when 
they are not oppoſed, or who flying from 
y are made to 

fancy themſelves more formidable than really 
they were; ſo that our People had a notion that 
theſe Families who fled in ſuch Numbers, ought 
rather to be look'd upon as Betrayers of the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, and of their Friends and their 
Country, than Sufferers for the Proteſtant Reli- 
ion. | | 
is This Notion was at firſt a great Obſtruction 
to the charitable Diſpoſition of our People, and 
as it began to ſpread and grow popular it cloſed 
the Hands of many confiderable Perſons who 
were otherwiſe well enclin'd to relieve them, as 
alſo able to do it largly; and had this Opinion 
ſpread much farther, the poor diſtreſt Families 


* 


wich came daily over from Ireland in great 


Numbers, would have been in Danger of pe- 


riſhing here without Relief. 


But Mr-Wiliams applying himſelf to ſome of 
the principal Perſons whoſe Thoughts were thus 
prejudiced, very happily opened their Eyes to 


the truer Underſtanding of the Caſe ; letting 
them ſee that the Circumſtances of the Proteſt- 


ants in Ireland, tho in general very deploreable, 
yet differ d very much one from another, that 
ſome of them were more expoſed to the Tyran- 


ny and oppreſſion of *Tyrconnell's Army than 
others and were therefore obliged to make their 


Eſcape ſooner, that fo far was it from their be- 
| | ng 


LI PE of Dr. WILLIAMS. 9 
ing wanting to the Encouragement of others to 
reſiſt the Enemy, that on the contrary, the 
others wko were at full Liberty and out of im- 
mediate Danger, and might by a ſudden and 
ſtrict Union have made themſelves formidable 
to the Iriſh, had by ſeparating after they had 
taken Arms, been a Diſcouragement to theſe and 
might much more have been ſaid to have be- 
tray*d and abandon'd them by their Diviſions, and 
by being irreſolute in their Meaſures ; by which 
theſe who were as it might be ſaid, in the Ene- 
mies Hands, were left utterly hopeleſs and deſti- 
tute, and had no Remedy but to get off in 
Ships and Veſſels as they could ; nay, ſome were 
driven to ſuch Extremities as to commit them- 
_ ſelves perfectly void of Subſtance, and even of 
Neceſſaries, to the Mercy of the Seas; and to ſhip 
themſelves deſperately in open Boats for England, 
having ſmall Hopes of ever reaching the Shore. 

The Circumſtances of theſe People being re- 
preſented in lively Expreſſions by their faithful 
Advocate Mr. Williams, put an End by Degrees, 
to the unhoſpitable Suggeſtions of thoſe People, 
who, as I ſaid, were prejudiced againſt the Eng- 
liſh-Iriſh Proteſtants for their haſty Flight, as 
above, and the Charity which follow'd was after- 
wards in Proportion the greater, and flow'd in 
the fuller Stream to the great Comfort and Re- 
lief of thoſe poor ſuffering People, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances at that time were very miſerable : 
Nor was it long before the publick State of 
theſe Affairs gave every one the ſame Ideas of 

the unhappy. Conduct of the Gentlemen who at 
Firſt took Arms in Ireland, who for want of a 

ſettled Reſolution to ſtand by one another _ 
" G the 
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10 Mzrmo1rs of the 
the firſt Adyantages which offered to them to 
have given a Check to the Popiſh Army; which 
unſettled Reſolution and want of Union and 
Harmony in the ſaid Gentlemen who firſt took 
Arms, was not the Ruine of theſe firſt Refugees 
only, but even at laſt of themſelves alſo; and 
occaſion'd the Loſs for a while of the whole 
Kingdom of Jreland, thoſe two little Places of 
London-Derry and Inniskilling only excepted. 
He was by this means made very uſeful to his 
Friends, and as a Worthy Gentleman of Dublin 
ſaid of him, he ſeem'd to be ſent to England by 
ſpecial Direction of Providence as the Harbinger 
or Commiſſary General of Heayen, to provide 
for the miſerable Multitude of thofe Sufferers 
who were to follow ; and to open the Purſes, . 
and prepare the Minds of the People in England 
to be Charitable and Beneficent to them, as well 
as to remove the Difficulties which at firſt ob- 
ſtructed that Charity, as before. | 

But this was not all; The publick Temper 
which he had ſo ſucceſsfully improvd among the 
People here, made him reciprocally uſeful to the 
Government alſo, and he became preſently well 
known at Court; The King had his Character 
better than ſome who tnought they knew him 
more intimately, and his Majeſty took Care not 
to want the Advantage of his Judgment in the 

Triſh Affairs, and efpecialy his extraordinary 
Knowledge of Perſons, the ſtrength of Intereſts, 
Places, and Parties in Ireland; and on theſe Ac- 
counts had Mr. Williams often conſulted with, 
and ſometimes did him the Honour to Converſe 
very freely with him. 7 : 


The 
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The Queen alſo did the like in his Majeſty's 
Abſence in Ireland; and he had the Felicity to 
offer many ſeaſonable and uſeful Pieces of Advice 
in Caſes of the greateſt Nicety, which made his 
Judgment be very much vallued by thoſe who 
were at that time at the Head of the Admini- 
ſtration, and he was indeed in very great Eſteem +: 
with the King, even after that War was over, 
and to the end of his Reign; and had not diffe- 


rent Councils taken place at Court, and the King 


who was perpetually embzrraſs'd with the Facti- 
ons of his Courtiers, been oblig'd to change 
Hands, and to Countenance or not to Counte- 
nance Men, rather by the Misfortune of his Cir- 
cumſtances, than by his own Judgment, Mr. 
Williams had great Opportunities to have eſta- 
bliſhed himſelf to that Degree in his Majeſties 
Fayour, as to have been able to have ſerv'd his 
Friends in a differing manner from what he did. 

However, During theſe Opportunities of Power 
and Intereſt, he was not idle, nor was he want- 
ing to improve them to an entirely poſleſling 
the King with thoſe Sentiments of Liberty 
which he himſelf poſſeſt, and the Juſtice of ha- 
ving the Services of all his Subjects be rewarded, | 
in Proportion to their Merit: But the King 
found it would not do with the People he was 
_ engag'd with, and fo was oblig'd to lay by the 
Thoughts of it. 


On the other hand, Mr. Williams faibd not to 
uſe the Intereſt he had at Court to the Advantage 
of his Friends, and eſpecially in Ireland, where 
his Recommendations were effe&ual, as well to 
_ ſerve his Friends, and Reſtore a great many ho- 
neſt Gentlemen, as to ſerve the Government, and 

| 7 | 7 
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12 Mrmorrs of the 
I have been told that he earneſtly preſt the Re- 
lief of the City of London Derry, and that tho? it 
was not his Fault that it was aſliſted no ſooner, 
yet that much was due to'his earneſt Sollicitati- 
ons for that moſt ſeaſonable Supply which came 
at laſt, by which that gallant Remnant were de- 
livered from the bloody Hands of their Enemies, 
who would have been as Cruel in the Conqueſt 
as they were cowardly in the Attack of that lit- 
tle unfortified, or at beſt ill- fortified Spot; which 
had the Triſh Army acted like Men, could not 
have held a regular Siege of fifteen Days open 
Trenches : But their Folly was the Felicity of 
the whole Town, and indeed of the whole King- 
dom, as it gave time to the King's Ships to come 
ſeaſonably to their Relief. | . 
All theſe things Mr. Williams concern'd himſelf 

in from a meer Publick Principle, from a Spirit 
of Zeal for the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and a ſincere Affection to his Country; 
and chis appeared the more undeniably to be ſo, 
in that ne acted it all in Secret without Oſtenta- 
tion, without the Vanity of having his Attempts 
to do the Service made Publick: He never ſought 
the Reward of his Endeavours in the Praiſe of 
Men; he carefully avoided being made popu- 
lar, never ſuffering himſelf to be Flattered or 
Complimented into, or out of any thing ; Nay, 
ſo retird, ſo ſecret was he in the Service of his 
Country, and ſo faithful to the Services the King 
entruſted him with, that I believe, to this Day, 
many of his moſt intimate Acquaintance have 


ſcarce heard that he had any Hand in thoſe. 
Affairs, | . 1 ö 


While 


: Lip E of Dr. WiIIIAus. 13 
While theſe Things were tranſacting, his Cha- 
racter ſpread it ſelf another way with equal Ad- 
vantage: A Man of ſuch Merit, and ſo eminent 
not for his Preaching only, but for Piety, Wiſ- 
dom, and a moſt grave and profiting Converſa- 
tion, could not be concealed ; and being known, 
could not but be deſir'd, and one of the moſt 
numerous Congregations of Diſſenters in London, 
being at that time without a Paſtor, by the De- 
ceaſe of their Miniſter, gave this Evidence of 
their having a true Taſt of the beſt Gifts, by 
giving him an unanimous Call to the Paſtoral 
Charge. | 
It was not any want of a Senſe of the Kindneſs 
they ſhew'd him in thatInvitation,that made him 
decline at firſt accepting a Paſtoral Charge of 
ſuch Conſequence, or that made him accept it 
at laſt with reluctance; but it was the Effect 
of a Modeſty peculiar to the Greateſt Merit; for, 
as a Wiſeman Remarks very Happily upon the 
Subject of the Affections, no Man of a com- 
pleat Merit can be conceited of his own Capaci- 
ties, and it is part of the Accompliſnment of a 
Man of Worth to be modeſt in his Opinion of it. 
However Mr. VFilliams not to diſhonour the 
the Goodneſs of God to him in calling him to be 
a Miniſter, and quallifying him for that Em- 
loyment; and not to diſhonour his Friends who 
ad invited him to ſuch a conſiderable Charge, 
reſolvd at laſt to accept it, and Accordingly en- 
tred upon that Work about the Year...... in 
which place he continued to his Death, having for 
his Aſſiſtants, firſt Mr. Callamy, now Dr. Calamy, 
who was afterwards called to ſucceed the famous 
Mr. Alſop at Weſtminſter, and then Mr. Evans a 
|  Welth 
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Welch Miniſter of ſingular Parts and Learning, 
who at preſent ſucceeds him. . 
This Undertaking did not at all leſſen his Con- 
cern for the Publick Intereſt, but rather encreasd 
it, while he was thus acting in the Service of 
thegenerallntereſt,it brought him inſenſibly after 
he was thus entred among the Miniſters of Lon- 
don, to be concern'd in the Management of the 
Intereſt of the Diſſenters as ſuch : He had not 
been long among the Miniſters, but as he ap- 
peared not only throughly acquainted with their 
Intereſt, but.alſo known and Intimate with the 
prime Miniſters, and the chief Men in the King- 
dom, it appeared alſo that he had the greateſt 
Opportunities of any Man to cultivate and pro- 
pagate their Intereſt upon all Occaſions at Court; 
and as his Zeal for them, and Fidelity to them 
\ was, on many Occaſions not to be doubted, 
ſo the Opinion every one entertain'd of his 
Readineſs to do all the Offices of Love and Kind- 
neſs that could be deſir'd of him for the propa- 
eating their Intereſt and ſupporting their Cauſe, 
brought him to be always engag'd for them, 
and he became the common Reſort of the Diſ- 
ſenters in all Caſes of Difficulty, or that requi- 
red the forming an Intereſt. 
This made his Houſe a meer Court of Requeſts, 
and he was the general Agent for the Cauſe of 
God with the Sons of Men. Nothing of Great 
Concern could be acted without him, every thing - 
that no body could do, was brought to him, and 
he was for four Years the only Man of Weight, 
with whom the Publick maintain'd any Corre- 
ſpondence in the Cauſe of the Diſſenters. | 
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Envy ſet on Work by the Devil, found ſome 
Attempts in the Infancy of his Concern with the 
Diſſenters, to have broke in upon his Reputati- 
on; but his generous caſting himſelf even upon 
the Juſtice of ſome that were not the moſt en- 
clin'd to clear him, and his moſt accurate De- 
fence of himſelf in ſuch a manner that the worſt 
Enemy he had found a neceſſity of acquitting 
him, Diſſipated all thoſe Clouds, clear'd up his 
Innocence, and ſo effectually filenc'd his Accuſers 
that they never offered any farther Attacks up- 
on him, but endeavoured, even themſelves, to bu- . 
ry the Remembrance of what they had attempt- 
ed to do. . 2 
This however was a ſenſible Affliction to him, 

and that on ſeveral Accounts, but particularly 
as it threaten'd to leſſen his Uſefulneſs in the, 
World: As to the Guilt, he had not the leaſt: 


he plac'd his Confidence in his Sovereign Pro- 
tector, he had the Comfort of ſeeing that Pro- 
tection eminently given him, and that Envy it 
= made no attack upon his Character ever 
after. | | 

As his Capacities were extended farther than 
is uſual in Nature, fo his Opportunity for ex- 
erting them were extraordinary; few Men of ſo 


great 


wh 
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great Ability for Action ever had fo great a 
Stage of Action to move upon; for he had the 
Care of the whole Intereſt of the Diſſenters in 
England as it were reſting upon his Councils, he 
had alſo the Intereſt of the Churches in Ireland 
continually upon his Hands; and, as I ſhall ſhew 
by it ſelf, he had the Church of Scotland at Heart, 
more than moſt, if not than all the other Diſſen- 
ters in England, whether Miniſters or People, of 
which I ſhall ſpeak by it ſelf. 

But to return to his Conduct at Home, he had 
the Care of all the Churches, if I may be allow'd 
to call the Diſſenters Congregations ſo; he had 
the Care of their Religious and Political Intereſts 
upon him, and it was not long before he found 
great Neceſſity on this Occaſion, to exerciſe not 
all the Talents of Wiſdom and Prudence only 

Which God had ſo eminently given him; But all 
the Intereſt he had left among the Nobility at 
Court, in Order to fortify the Diſſenters againſt. 
the Tory Party: 

This was in the firſt Attempts of that Party 
in Parliament, in Order to get a Law paſg'd a- 
gainſt the Occaſional Conformity of Diſſenters: This 
was a Law mightily ſtrugled for at that time by. 
the Tory Party, and the Diſſenters found great 

Friends at Court at that time, to oppoſe it on 

this Account only: It is true, it was a Thing 
which other Circumſtances brought upon them 
afterwards, even under the Conduct of thoſe 
very Men who he had happily engaged againſt it 
before; and it was a ſurprzing Thing to find 
it ſo, and ſuch as this Reverend Champion of the 
Diſſenters, for ſuch he was, often ſpoken of with 
great Regret ; That ſuch a Circumſtance * ip 
| efa 
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befal the Diſſenters, as that thoſe very noble 


Perſons, and that very Intereſt at Court ſhould 
apply themſelves to bring this Bill in, who had 


before been the Bulwarks againſt it, and by 
whom the ſame Bill had twice been thrown out: 
This was a Blow that ſtunn'd and aſtoniſh'd the 
Diſſenters; it was not only fatal in its Conſe- 


quences, but ſurpriſing in its Circumſtances, as 


it came from thoſe very Hands which were look d 


upon to be their Defence: However, in this 
Conjuncture, Mr. Williams was particularly ſer- 
viceable to preſerve the Temper of the Diſſen- 
ters, and calm ſome of them, who were forward 
enough to lead them all into the natural Reſent- 
ments of ſuch Treatment: He calmly let them 
know that this was not the Way, nor the time; 
that they were to acquieſce in it as the Hand of 
Providence, and wait the Event with Patience; 
that ſince they knew it was what they could 
otherwiſe prevent, to fly at the Intereſt which 
had done it, was to gratify their Enemies, in 
dividing from their Friends, and to ſtreng- 
then that Intereſt which would not only reſtrain 
them but deſtroy them: By theſe and other Ar- 
guments of the like kind, he pacified the Minds 
of the Diſſenters, and brought them to ſubmit 


to what they could not retrieve, and not to 
break with their Friends, as the Tories both de- 


ſired and expected. But to go back to his firſt 
oppoſing; thoſe Bills, in his Judgment he was 
clear againſt the Practice of Occaſional Confor- 
mity, chat is to ſay, as it was made uſe of by 
ſome meerly as 4 Qualification for Places, for he 
diſtinguiſh'd plainly between thoſe who conform'd, 
meerly for the Place as a Qualification, and 
N D others 
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others who confor ming, from Principle to preſerve 
the Catholick Unity of the Church, had communi- 
cated with the Church for a long time before any 
Place offer'd, or before they had any Preferment 
in View; it was his Trouble that others did not 
make the ſame Diſtinction in this Caſe as he did, 
and as he knew was juſt; not was he wanting in 
his Endeavours to bring all People to a right 
Method of reaſoning on that Point; that the DiF- 
ſenters might on the one Hand be acknowledg'd 
in their maintaining a charitable Diſpoſition to 
all their Fellow Chriſtians, and a Catholick Spi- 
rit even where they were oblig'd to diſſent, and 
yet might avoid the Scandal of an inexcuſable 
Corruption of Principles, which their Enemies 
at that Time diligently endeayour'd to load 
them with; as if they had abandon'd all Principle, 
diſſented in a kind of Faction, and could at 
any time conform again for their private Advan- 

tage. 55 
He labour d hard to explain this juſt Diſtincti- 
on, even among the Diſſenters themſelves ;- for 
all the Diſſenters had not a uniform Notion of 
that Particular : Nor have they yet, ſome of them, 
being ſtill rigid againſt occaſional Conformity of 
any kind, and upon any Account whatſoever, as 
a Practice dangerous to Principle, and deſtru- 
ctive to their Intereſt; while others of a greater 
Eatitude in Principle, acting upon the Foun- 
dation of a broad Charity, and to ſnew what 
they call a true Chriſtian Spirit, believe they are 
Members of the Univerſal Church of Chriſt, 
and that they may with Safety communicate with 
Chriſtians of all Perſwaſions, where no direct 
ſinful Terms of Communion are impoſed, 2 
| where 
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where nothing is taught or profeſdd unworthy 


of God and the Goſpel of his Son. 


Mr. Williams, I ſay, endeavour'd as much as in 
him lay to ſet People right in their Opinions up- 
on this Subject, and to preſerve a Ballance in 
their Judgments, ſo as that they might not run 
into too great a Latitude one way, or too much 
tye themſelves up to a narrowneſs of Principle 
the other way : But while thus he did not ap- 
prove OccaſionalConformity, as deſcrib'd above, 
et with all his Might he oppoſed the tying up the 
Diſſenters from it by a Law; eſpecially ſo, as 
thoſe Laws were propoſed, which were indeed 
manifeſt Invaſions upon their Civil Rights as 
Subjects, and an open Perſecution for Conſcience, 
in both which Caſes he repreſented ſo faithfully, 
and argued fo ſtrenuouſly the Oppreſſion, and 
Injuſtice of ſuch an Impoſition upon the Diſſen- 
ters as a free-born People; that ſeveral Perſons 
of the firſt Rank were brought in to oppoſe thoſe 


Proceedings, who at firſt were under the general 


Prepoſſeſſion, and had entertain'd Notions of the 
Diſſenters as a People with whom it was not 


needful to keep any Meaſures, or to enquire 


whether they were uſed with Juſtice or not. 

In this he acted very wiſely, and as it pleaſed 
God, very ſucceſsfully alſo at that time; and the 
Diſſenters Intereſt got much Ground on that Oc- 
caſion, throughout the whole Nation; much 
weight being added to it by their. having a Per- 
ſon of ſuch Judgment at the Head of their Inte- 
reſt, always at hand to interpoſe, if any Steps 
were taking to their Prejudice, and to explain 
Things to the Miniſtry of thoſe times in a man- 
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ner which they had not been acquainted with. 
before. 1 
By this means the Court began to entertain 
different Notions of the Diſſenters from thoſe 
they had had for ſome Ages before, neither 
eſteeming them dangerous on one hand, or in- 
conſiderable on the other, and far from cenſu- 
ring them as in former Days, as a Faction ſepa- 
rating upon Principles deſtructive to Govern- 
ment, Enemies to Monarchy, and the like. 

But now, as all haſty Miſtakes are made worſe 
by the ill Conduct of thoſe who fall into them, ſo 
it was here, for ſome of the Diſſenters making a 
wrong Judgment of the Times, and concluding - 
from the favourable Diſpoſition of the Court to 
the Diſſenters at that time, and the Smiles they 
receiv'd from them, that therefore now was a 
time to ask more than indeed it was likely could 
be granted; I ſay, from theſe Notions ſome of 
the Diſſenters fell into another Extreme; and it 
was in vain to perſwade them that now was not 
a ſeaſonable time to attempt the taking off thoſe 
Laws which obligd them to conform to the 
Church, as a Qualification for Civil Imployments 
in the State; they found the Rancour of their 
Enennes diſcourag'd and diſcountenancd by the 
Government, and the favourable Diſpoſitions of 
the Court to them were ſo unexpected, and their 
Conceſſions ſo great, that they thought they 
would grant any thing that could be ask'd of 
them ; and that therefore, now was the time 
not to be wanting to themſelves, and to puſh 
their Intereſt while it was in fo advantageous a 
Scituation : In a word, nothing conld perſwade 
theſe Men, but that jt was now a proper time 
| to 
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to ask what they had fo long wiſh'd for, (viz.) 
the repealing the Teſt Act, a Law unqualifying 
all that would not conform to the Church of Eng- 
land, for the poſſeſſing any Civil Employment 

or Office, either of Truſt or Profit in the State. 
It was in vain for Mr. Williams to perſwade 
them againſt theſe forward Steps; he was not 
ignorant that the Temper of the People above, 
however favourable to the Diſſenters upon that 
Occaſion, and perhaps not a little, with a view 
of their own Advantages alſo; yet had a 
great many Reaſons why they would not go 
that length, and that indeed ſpeaking of the 

Circumſtances. of Parties at that time, the 
durſt not, tho” it had been true at the ſame time, 
as it really was not, that they had a real Diſpo- 
ſition to have done it : He knew that albeit there 
were a 8 many of the Low Church Gentle- 
men in the Houſe who were againſt perſecuting 
the Diſſenters, and that would not give their 
Votes to lay any Burthens upon them, yet they 
were not come up to a Temper ſo favourable 
neither, as to take thoſe off which were laid on 
before; and it was always his Opinion, that to 
offer it at that time, would do theDiſſenters In- 
tereſt more harm than Good. | 
However, as moderate Arguments do not of- 
ten prevail where People have once taken in No- 
tions of their own forming, be thoſe Notions ever 
ſo abſurd, ſo it was here; and in ſpight of all 
the Perſwaſions and Reaſonings Mr. Williams or 
ſeveral other eminent Miniſters could uſe againſt 
precipitating themſelves in this Cauſe, they 
would go on; and accordingly, Mr. Humphreys 
an antient Miniſter, and ong whoſe Years and 
| Weakneſs 
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Weakneſs ſeem'd to protect him from the pub- 
lick Reſentment, was ſingled out to be the Man 
to uſher it into the World; accordingly the 
good old Man, whoſe Zeal out-ſtrip'd his Judg- 
ment at that time, refoly'd to make the Eſſay, 
and printed a half Sheet of Arguments or Propo- 


fals for taking off the Teſt. ang "4 
No ſooner was this Blow given but it recoild 
upon the Diſſenters to their great Hurt, for 
their own Friends, at leaſt ſuch the Diſſenters 
e ſteem d them to be till that time, I ſay their own 
riends were the firſt that took Fire at it, the 
Whiggs in the Houſe of Commons were the 
Men only that appeared to reſent it, making 
warm Speeches upon the Occaſion of the Paper 
that was Publiſhed, and repreſenting. it as an 
Infolence not to be paſsd over; as a Blow aim'd 
at the Church, and a thing which onght to be 
enquird into and cruſh'd in its Infancy : Accor- 
dingly, the Complaint was made in the Houſe 
of the printed Paper under the Title of a Libel, 
and with the Additions of Impudent, Scan- 
dalons, &c.. and upon reading it in the Houſe, 
the Printer and Publiſher were ordered into Cu- 
ſtody, and they having diſcoverd the Au- 
thor, he was alſo fetch'd up, where after the 
Paper it ſelf was cenſured as above, the antient 
Gentleman appearing, was in meer Favour to 
his Years, being as was ſaid near Ninety Years 
of Age reprimanded by the Speaker and let $9 5 
But as Mr. IFilliams had often foretold, fo it 
happer'd, (viz.) that this was a great Blow to 
the Intereſt of the Diſſenters, for it eſtrang'd 
many of their Friends, weaken'd the Hands of 
Others, and gave occaſion to their Enemies to 
t | re pre- 
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repreſent them as a Ager deſigning en- 
croaching People, who had no ſooner obtain'd 

| one Favour but they would be craving another, 
and that being reſtleſs. in their Deſigns, would 
ö never be fatisfied till they had gotten Power in 

| their Hands to oppreſs the Church. . 
5 It is true, that it was given as a Reaſon why 
5 ſome of the Whig Members were the firſt that 
| complained of this Attempt, viz. That the Coun- 
| try having been alarnyd at the Attempt, would 
| have look'd on thoſe Members who did not op- 
it to be Enemies of the Church, and ſo 
ey ſhould have loſt their Intereſt in the Places 
they ſerv'd for, and in another Election have 
been rejected on that Account. But Mr. Wil- 
liams was ſatisfied that this Oppoſition was the 

Effect of meer Principle, and that it would ap 

pear ſo upon the like occaſion, if any ſuch ſhou 
preſent hereafter, and it has always hitherto been 
the Opinion of thoſe who have well conſidered it, 
that even the moſt moderate Churchmen, tho 
they would not perſecute the Diſſenters, yet be- 
lieve the Teſt Act a Fortification about the 
Church, which they think it would be dangerous 
to pull down, and therefore as they make no 
ſcruple in communicating in the Church them- 
ſelves, they cannot ſo readily ſee the Reaſons of 

the Difficulty, to others. 

This was the Affair of all others that hap- 
pened in his Time, in which Mr. Wiliamss Ad- 
vice was leaſt followed, and by this the Diſſen- 

ters loſt more Ground than by any thing which 
happend in thoſe Times, of which at leaſt, this 

may be faid to his part of it, (viz.) That it was 

far from being his Fault. | 

: | ; ew} There 
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There was another Affair, in which, tho' he 
wanted no. Application or Intelligence, yet he 
could not meet with the deſired Succeſs, the evil 
Influences at Court, prevailing at that Time 
alio, to prevent the Endeavours of thoſe who 
acted from juſter Principles; and prevailing to 
act the moſt diſhonourable Part, if that may be 
ſaid of a late Adminiſtration ; I ſay, to act the 
moſt diſhonourable part by the Diſſenters, that 
it was ever thought could be poſſible for thoſe 
Men to act, who appeared in it. This was when 
the Sacramental Teſt was impoſed by Act of Par- 
lament in Felazd, upon the Diſſenters there, 
even contrary to the Defign, or even the Deſire , 
of the Parliament there, or indeed of the Church 
of Ireland Men themſelves, who expreſs'd them- 
ſelves griev'd and offended at it to the laſt De- 
.gree. The Caſe was thus, 1 
After the War in Ireland had been bver ſome 
Vears, it was obſerved that the Advantages which 
the Popiſh Intereſt there had obtained by the too 
haſty Capitulations of Limerick and Galway, had 
given them not only time to take new Breath, 
but had revived the wild Imaginations of their 
Prieſts, to hope till for a Reſtoration of their 
Circumſtances ; and conſequently to be reſtleſs 
in their Endeavours, to put their Party in a Con- 
dition to be formidable again to the Proteſtants, 
upon the firſt Occaſions that might offer to that 
Purpoſe; and ſeveral moſt audacious Things 
had been done, as well by the faid Prieſts, as 
by ſome of the Iriſh Gentlemen, who are its 
known, fuch blind Biggots to their Prieſts, as 
That there is ſcarce any thing ſo groſs, ſo wick- - 
ed, as well as ſo deſperate, which they will not 
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le | | 

e engage in by their Direction, and upon their En- 
l couragement, and as their Inſolence thus en- 
e creaſed, ſo it was obſerved that Peace having 
0 been now ſettled about ten or twelve Year their 
0 Youth were grown up, the Children of the late 
e times of War were grown Men and Women, 
e their Numbers began to make up the Vacan- 
t cies which the Calamities of the World had 
> made, and there was very little miſs of the Num- 
n bers carried off by the Sword. . 

a It was about the Year 1704. that the Parlia- 
I ment of Ireland were moved by the moſt emi- 
e nent Proteſtants of that Kingdom, in conſiderati- 
h on of the ſaid growing Inſolence, and Numbers of 
A the Papiſts there, to conſider of ſome Methods 
E- for their own Security; this Motion came mu- 


tually from. the Diſſenters there, as well as the 

Church of Ireland Proteſtants, and our vigilant 

faithful Agent Mr. Williams, whoſe Eyes were 

always open to the Intereſt of Religion, had his 

Share in this part alſo, and that nb ſmall ſhare 

neither; His Intelligence in Ireland was ſo good, 
and their Value for him ſo great, that as nothing 

was done without his Knowledge, ſo nothing 

conſiderable was done without his Advice a 

Approbation, and as they communicated to him 

the Meaſures they had taken to introduce a Bill 

into the Houſe for the ſtrengthing the Prote- 

ſtant Intereſt, and preventing the Growth of 

Popery ; { he on the other hand, not only en- 

courag'd them to the utmoſt of his Power in ſo 

good and neceſſary a Deſign, but faild not to 

give his Thoughts on that uſeful Subject, and to 

offer ſuch Clauſes, ſuch Schemes and Meaſures as 

he knew would be moſt effectual to curb the in- 
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the ſtate of the Queſtion then in debate than he. 

If he could not do any thing to prevent the 
Blow that I am now to give an account of, it 
was not for want of Intereſt here, or for want 
of Readineſs to make uſe of that Intereſt : But 
becauſe the Managers of the miſchievous De- 
ſign, acted in the Dark, and concealed the Thing 
from all poſſihle inſpection till the Blow was 
given, and it was not poſſible for the moſt 


ſolence of the Papiſts, for none more 80 knew 


penetrating judgment to have at that time 


gueſs d at their. Deſign. To make the Reader 
perfectly Maſter of this Affair, I muſt look back. 


_ a little to the Hiſtory of the Fact, which may 


be thus abridg'd, via. | 
The Proteſtants in Ireland had many Years 
Laboured under the Encroachments of the Pa- 


. Piſts, they had been once moſt horridly maſſacred 


to the Number of 200000. and the reſt plun- 
dred and Driven from their Settlements and 


Poſſeſſions in the Year 1641. | 


In the laſt War they ran a Fate equal to the 
firſt, the Maſſacre Excepted, and as may Be farthe/ 
obſerved, in theſe Extremities, the little City of 
Derry was a ſecond time made the only place of 
Refuge for the Proteſtants; a Sanctuary which the 
Papiſts could never drive them out of, with all 
their Force, and where they found ſuch Reſi- 
Itance as gave the World Reaſon to know, that 
the Averſion between the Diſſenters and the Pa- 
piſts was as conſtant, as great, and as irreconcile- 
able as poſſible : But what ſerv'd to encreaſe the 
Wonder now, was, That the Diſſenters ſhould of 


In 
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in the fame Claſs with the Papifls, and enacted 


againſt in a Bill to prevent the growth of Popery. 


" Inorder to ſecure the Proteſtants from the like 
Eruptions of Popery, ſeveral Bills had been of- 
fered in Parliament to prevent the Growth and 
Encreaſe of that Power that had been ſo dange- 
rous, and had ſtruck twice at the Root of their 
Liberty and Religion. 1 * 

But it-had been the Misfortuneof that Country 
to have ſuch Bills, thro' one unhappy Accident or 
other, always to miſcarry either at home among 
themſelves, or at the Engl;ſh Court, where the 
Native Iriſh always cultivated ſuch an Intereſt ei- 
ther by Money or worſe Means, as was too hard 


for the Proteſtants, and has been a Means to 
_ deprive them of the bleſſing of ſuch Bills. 


The late glorious King William, who at the 
hazard of his Royal Perſon, was the ſpecial In- 


ſtrument of their ſecond Redemption from the 


prevailing Power of the Iriſb, had ſuch a pecu- 
har'Love for that Kingdom as the Triumph of his 
own immediate Conduct and Valour, that he always. 


_ ſtudied its welfare, and was ready to give Ear 


to any Propoſal for its Advantage. 

But as that Prince who had upon his Thoughs 
the univerſal good of Mankind, had no ſooner 
recovered one Kingdom from Deſtruction but 


he had another upon his Hands; (his whole 
Reign being embarraſsd with the perpetual 


Cares of ſerving ungrateful Nations) ſo the 
Proteſtants found the Settlement of Affairs in 
Ireland ſo perplex'd, and the Reaſſumption of 


Grants ready to bring a new Difficulty on the 
Stage, that in all this Time they found no Op- 


portunity to offer at the 1 and — | 
1 ** E 2 0 
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of their Intereſt and Religion, as they expected 
and defir'd. EO 

Bat when they ſaw theſe Diſorders pretty well 
over, and the late Queen (being eſtabliſſd on 
the Throne) had aſſur'd them of her Concern 
for the Preſervation of the Conqueſt which King 
William had made; this of all the critical Jun- 
Qures that ever happen'd to Ireland ſeem'd the 
happy Opportunity put into their Hands by a ſpecial 
Providence, to obtain the Settlement and Securi- 
ty of the Proteſtant Religion, which they and 
their Anceſtors had ſpent ſo much Blood and 
Treaſure to procure, and the want of which had 
been attended with ſo many fatal Conſequences. 

In order to this, among the ſeveral Bills preſen- 
ted by the Parliament to his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
_ tenant, to be by him tranſmitted to London, and 
to be paſſed in the Council there, according to the 
Settlement; there was one particular Bill, Enti- 
tuled, An Act to prevent the Growth of Popery. 

Which Bill had the good luck to be approv'd 
at Court, and return'd to the Council in Ireland, 
with unexpected expedition, to the unſpeakable 
Joy, and no leſs ſurprize of the whole Body of 
Proteſtants in that Kingdom, who ſcarce expect- 
ed it as Things then went on in England. 

But upon the reading the Bill, they found 
to their Amazement, among the Clauſes for ſe- 
curity of the Proteſtants, and weakning the 
Power of Popery, a new Clauſe put in by the 
Engliſh direction, to oblige all the Proteſtant Di- 
ſſenters in Ireland, that have any Place, Office, 
or Truſt from the Government, to conforni to 
the Church of Jrelaud, and receive the Sacra- 
ments after the Uſage thereof, or elſe to 2 

ableg, 
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abled, or Incapacitated for the Seryice of their 
Country. | 2 
The Proteſtants of the Church of Ireland, who 
though they were zealous for the eſtabliſd 
Church, were yet ſenſible of the Power of the 
Papiſts, and how uſeful on all Occafions the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters had been in helping them to 
oppoſe Popery, were extremely concern'd at 
this; they remember'd that their Power tho uni- 


tea, had been twice too weak to reſiſt the Pa- 


piſts, and that therefore it was a moſt unhappy 
piece of unſeaſonable Policy, to weaken the 
Church by depriving her of the aſſiſtance of ſo 
great - Body of Proteſtants, or at leaſt Diſobli- 

ing them. 
g They foreſaw that this Clauſe would endan- 
ger the loſs of the Bill, ſince it would engage 
the Diſſenters with all their Intereſt to oppoſe it, 
as the Papiſts they were ſure already would do. 
They foreſaw this Clauſe would allarm the 
Diſſenters, and make them judge their faithful 
Services in the Sieges of London-derry, at Inniſ- 
killing, and other Places ill rewarded, and break 
that Harmony which with ſo much Charity and 
Tenderneſs had been reciprocally maintain'd be- 
tween Conformiſts and Diſſenters in Ireland. 

In conſideration of theſe Things, almoſt all 


People were under great Concern, and not a few 


thought it very unkind to the Diſſenters, and a 
Requital of their faithful Services at the Sieges of 
London-derry, at Inniskilling, and other Places, in 
a manner very unſuitable to theit Merits. 
Nothing could be more a Surprize to Mr. 
Pilliams than the Account he received from Jre- 


und ofthis Clauſe being inſerted in the Bill, ex- 


cept 
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cept this, viz. That it ſhould be done here, and that 
he ſhould never have the leaſt intimation of it till he 
had it from Ireland ; However, he immediately 
applied himſelf to the proper Perſons in the Mini- 
ſtry, to talk with themon this ſurprizing incident; 
He repreſented to them faithfully and fully, the 
Evil Conſequences of ſuch a Clauſe; nay, he ex- 
poſtulated freely, warmly, and in the moſt 
preſſing Terms, the Injuſtice and even, the In- 
gratitude of ſuch a Treatment, to a People who 
had done ſuch Services to the Crown at ſuch Ex- 
pence of Blood and Treaſure; and in ſuch a 
. time of Exigence-as they had done; and how it 
was the way to oblige them to act in a quite 
differing manner, if ever a like Occaſion ſhould 
require their Services: It is not to he particu- 
larly repeated here, with what earneſtneſs, how 
importuning,and how unanſwerably plain he was 
with them on this head, inſomuch that even the 
Courtiers themſelves could ſcarce find any reply 
to make to him, but the ordinary ſnift of ſuch 
Men in like Caſes, viz. every one ſpeaking for 
himſelf, that they had no hand in it, that they were 
verry ſorry for it, that they did not approve of 
it, and the like, nor was it hard to bring them 
all to expreſs their Diſlike of it, tho it was ve- 
ry hard to bring one of them to concern him- 
ſelf for preventing the paſſing it, in that man- 
ner when it was done. | 
All the Intelligence Mr. Williams could get in 
this Affair, was that it was the late Earl of Ro- 
cheſter who had put in this Clauſe, and that the 
Meaſures for it were concerted between him and 
the Earl of Nort - - m, and that they having 
both concerned themſelves to bring the Queen 

| into 
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into it there, would be no prevailing with them 
who had a known Enmity rivited in them againſt the 
| Diſſenters, to ſend any counter Order about it. 

This being the upſhot of his Information, and 
being ſatisfied there was nothing to be done, he 
was oblig d to fit ſtill and mourn over the Iniqui- 

ty of the Times, recommending the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in Ireland to the merciful Protection of 
that God in whoſe Hands are the Hearts of 
Men, and who in his own time will deliver the 
oppreſſed from the Hands of the Oppreſſor. 

This remarkable Affair is yet made more evi- 
dent by the concurrence of ſeveral'eminent Cir- 
cumſtances, which happ'ned ſince ; and which, 
tho? Mr. Williams did not live to ſee the Iſſue of, 
yet are very proper to note here, viz. That ſo 
ill have the Politicks of thoſe eminent Zealots 
for the Church been calculated to the true Inte- 
reſt of their Country, or indeed of the Church.' 
That during the Time of the late Rebellion 
in Ireland, and in the North of England, when 
many of the ſtanding Regiments in Ireland were 
calPd over into Scotland to joyn the Royal Army, 
and the northern Parts, eſpecially of that King- 
dom, were left ſo naked, that the Government 

thought it abſolutely neceſſary to grant a Com- 
miſſion of Array to arm the whole People; and 
to raiſe the Militia, and form them into Regi- 
ments for the ſafety of the Country; it ap- 
peard that, excepting the Diſſenters, there 
were not Gentlemen enough in the Country to 
be found, who were either capable of, or to be 
depended upon in that Service; the Govern- 
ment was therefore obliged to grant Commiſſi- 
ons to Diſſenters to ſerve as Officers in, and to 

FT TT command 
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command the ſaid Militia ; and to allow and 
even deſire them to ſerve in the Commiſſion of 
Array, to Exerciſe and Diſcipline the Count 
People, otherwiſe the Country had been left 
naked and expoſed : Now had not the ſame mal- 
2 4 uns who 228 _ of me 
Act againſt Popery, are guarded againſt, equa 
ly with Papiſts, and expoſed as dangerous — the 
Proteſtant Religion, I ſay, had not the ſame 
Diſſenters accepted thoſe Commiſſions, taken 
Arms in the time of that particular Exigence, 
and headed the Militia of the Country in De- 
fence of the Intereſt and Government of Kin 
George, it would have been hard to have fou 
any of the Country Train d Bands to have guard - 
ed the Country againſt the 1r;ſþ, who were rea- 
dy enough to have revolted, or to have guarded 
the Coaſt againſt the embarking of Men and 
Proviſions for the Rebels then in Arms againſt 
the King en Scotland, and alſo in England. 

But the diſſenting Gentlemen there, baniſh- 
ing all Reſentment when their Country's Safety 
was engag d, running the venture of being pro- 
ſecuted upon the aforeſaid Act of Parliament, as 
ſerving without having qualified themſelves 
boldly took Arms, and heading the Militia, a 
aſſociated People of the Country, ſhew'd the Po- 
Piſh Party that they were ready to defend them- 
ſelyes. and the Country, whenever the other 
durſt begin with them; and the Parliament of 
Ireland were ſo ſenſible of their Service, as well 
as their diſintereſſed Zeal for King George in this, 
that when afterwards they were informed that 
thoſe Diſſenters were threatned to be p 
ted on that Account by ſome Tories, they 3 
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that famous Vote, in an open Impeachment of 
the Act formerly mention'd, and without re- 


i > Act it ſelf. 
| —_ the Act 


he Commons reſolved, Nemine  Contrad;- 


“ cente, that ſuch of his Majeſties Proteſtant 


« Diſſenting Subjects of this Kingdom, as have 
cc taken Commiſſions in the Militia, or acted in 
ce the Comiſſion of Array have thereby done a 
«. ſeaſonable ſervice to his Majeſties Royal Per- 
«fon and Government. And the Proteſtant 
4 Intereſt in this Kingdom. f 

* Reſolved that any Perſon who ſhall Com- 


& mence a Proſecution againſt a Diſſenter who 


ce has accepted, or ſhall except of a Commiſſion 
ce in the Array or Militia, is an Enemy to King 
c George and the Proteſtant Intereſt, and a Friend 
& to the Pretender. | 

It might have been expected that the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland ſhould have naturally been mo- 
ved, even of their own Accord, to have repeal- 
ed a Law, or a binding Clauſe in a Law, which 
their own Knowledge, muſt have told them was 
O unjuſt in its own Nature, and which their 
Experience told them, was ſo inconſiſtent with 
the true Intereſt and Safety of the Publick. But 


as Mr. Williams often expreſs'd himſelf on that 


Head, It is eaſier to bring Men to confeſs two Errors 
than to reform one; even ſo it was here, they 
allow'd the Juſtice of breaking this Law, but 


concern'd not themſelves to repeal it, ſuffering a 


Law ſtill to remain in Force, which upon any 
Emergence they muſt acknowledge ought not to 
be kept: But 1 confeſs this is a Digreſſion, 


| becauſe it was a Paſſage which Mr. Williams liv'd 
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I return therefore to the Affairs under his ſpe- 
cial Cogniſance; he had now ſome reſpite as to 
Publick Buſineſs, and was for ſome Years ptinci- 
pally imploy'd in the Oeconomy of the Diſſen- 
ters Miniſtry, particularly as he preſided mach 
in their Meetings on their private Church Af- 
fairs, he had there the Seat of Judicature, in a 
manner, his Words being generally fo authori- 
tative, and his Character added fuch weight to 
them, that as Job ſaid of himſelf, deſcribing the 
Days of his Proſperity Fob 29. 21, 22. and again 
Verſe 8. The Young Men ſaw me, and hid them- 
ſelves : and the Aged aroſe, and ſtood up. 8 

This was his Caſe in the Aſſemblies of the 
Miniſters, where he, tho with great Modeſty, 
yet with the Authority of his Wiſdom, fre- 
quently guided their Affairs as if he had been itt 
Commiſſion, the plenipotentiary of the whole 
Body. - This made - the Gibeing part of the 
World give him the Title of the Diſſenters Bi- 
ſhop, tho! even in this they did him Wrong too, 
for that as the general Teſtimony of the ſaid 
Miniſters will confirm, he always retain'd ſuch a 
Modeſty and Humility in his Conduct as ſet him 
above the Power of Repro ac. OP 

In this Station he was of courſe concern'd ve- 
ry much as a Director of the Publick Caſh of the 
Diſſenters, which they call by the way of Di- 
ſtinction, The Fund, and to this was neceſſarily 
annex'd three Truſts, (1.) That of placing Mi- 
niſters in the Country in proper and vacant 
Places, and adding ſmall Appointments for them 
in aid of ſuch Stipends, as the place might 
afford, that they might live eaſie and comforta- 
bly ; and as he faid, might apply „ A 

a5 * u Y, 


ene IL nd os 7 © EC 


LIFE of Dr. WII LI A Me- 35 
Study, and to the Execution of their Office with 
Compoſure, and might improve themſelves for 
the Publick Service, and it is obſervable, that of 


of the Diſſenters, if Il may not ſay they have been 


regulated by him, yet 1 may ſay, they have been 


directed by him to ſuch Meaſures, as if they 


had been ſtrictly adher'd to, by the Maſters, or 
ſubmitted to. by the Pupils, it is reaſonable to 
believe that the 8 of the Diſſenters had 
not had room to inſult and expoſe thoſe little Se- 


minaries as they have done. | 


But that which is a ſtanding Teſtimony of his 
Judgment is, that he ſoo, I will not ſay ſooneſt, ſaw 
the Impoſlibility of erecting Academies, and en- 
tertaining Students profitably to any conſiderable 
Number, in this City eſpecially, or in the Neigh- 
bourhood of it, without a ſufficient Government 
ſupported by the Civil Magiſtrate, or by Laws 
which the Maſters might be empower'd by Autho- 
rity to execute, and therefore he readily acquieſcd 
in the Propoſal of laying aſide a well-deſign'd A- 
cademy at Hoxton, and from thence forward, 
eh was a great Promoter and encourager of a 
better laid Deſign for the making Scotland, to be 
the Center of the Education of Miniſters for 
the Diſſenters, which Deſign,” tho? it miſcarried 
in Part, there not appearing that ſteadyneſs in 
the reſt of the Miniſters to the Propoſal, as a 


Thing of that Value and Moment requir'd; and 


that they after wards contented themſelves with 
n F 2 That 
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that looſe and ungovern'd Method viz. of ſending 
the Youth to Edinburgh to live at large in theCity 
as they thought fit, and only applying them- 
ſelves to the uſual College Exerciſes and Hours, 
to carry on their Studies at large, without other 
Government than that of the Dictates of their 
own Inclination. r 
This Mr. Williams never approv'd of, well 
knowing that good Government is a principal 
part of the Education of Youth, and is not only 
a help to Inſtruction, but aſſiſting to the Preſer- 
vation of Vertue, Reputation, and good Con- 
duct; that ſubjection infuſes Principles of Mo- 
deſty, Temperance and Sobriety, and aſſiſts to 
keep Youth out of the way of thoſe Temptati- 
ons which ordinarily attend a looſe and unre- 
ſtrained Life, and which they are more eaſily 
drawn into at the Age that they are uſually ſent 
to their Studies in, than at other time. 
The Schemes of this well-laid Deſign, as they 
were drawn up by a Perſon who Mr. Williams 
conſulted with, and who had lived ſometime in 
Scotland, and had ſtudyed in the Univerſity or 
Colleges rather at Edinburgh, may be abridg'd as 


1 
* 


follows. 


It was found upon many Accounts that the 
manner of the Vouths being managed at Edin- 
burgh was no way equal to the Methods of their 
Teaching and Study. The Teaching and Dire- 
ction for their Study was allow'd to be unexcep- 
tionable, and the Regents and. Profeſſors Men 


perfectly qualified for the Work. But two Cir- | 


cumſtances attended the Place and the manner 
of the Scholars Attendance, which could hy no 


, means 
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means agree with the Nature of the Deſign, or 
give Satisfaction to the Parents of thoſe Touth 
who ſhould be ſent thither for their Education; 
I mean ſent thither from hence, one related to 
their way of Living, and the other their Studies. 


1. As to their way of Living, it was no way 
agreeable to the Deſign of ſending the Youth 
thither, that they ſhould be left at large to live 
out of the College, and without Government 
with reſpect to their Morals, their Society, 
their Hours, and the general Deportment of 
themſelves when not at their publick Exerciſes. 
For "tho? it may be true that the Performance 
would be ſome Evidence of their Application, 
when from the Schools; yet, as that in the 
mean time reſtrained their Pleaſures, no other- 
wiſe than as it would expoſe them afterward, 
there would be many whoſe Reaſon would 
Farce have Force enough with them to ballance 
their Inclinations to Vice, and having, except 
the College Hours, no other Confinement, but 
what mnit be voluntary, it would certainly oc- 
caſion the ruin of many Youngmen. The En- 
gliſb Youth being generally more enclin'd to Ex- 
travagancies, luxurous Living, and other looſe 
Ways than the Scots, on many Accounts. 


2. The ſecond Circumſtance reſpected their 
Attendance at the College, where by the Cuſtom 
of the Place, there is a Receſs of near four 
Months in the Summer, during which time, the 
College does not fit, the Maſters keep no Schoo! 
Exerciſe, but the Students take that time to 
retire to their Friends: This Receſs, to the Sons 


of 
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of the Scors Gentry and Nobility, is convenient 
enough, and is generally taken up (as above) in 
etiring to their Parents Houſes in the Country. 
zut to young Men who come from another 
Country, near Four hundred Miles diſtant, is 
extremely inconvenient, the Youth being left all 
that time, as it were, without Employment; 
and, being as before, without Government, 
they have all that Seaſon, being the Summer 
Months, and proper to their Diverſions, I ſay 
they ſeem to have all that Seaſon nothing to do, 
but to forget what they learnt before; and have 
too much Liberty and Opportunity to ſpend both 
their Time and Money to the Ruine of the De- 
ſign, for which they were ſent thither by their 
Parents. yg r e 6: re 
It is true, that a ſerious Youth who has the 
compleat Government of himſelf, and not only 
knows how to Employ, but how to value his 
Time, may employ it very profitably out of 
the College, and is ſecur'd againſt the Snares 
of an ungovern'd Life: But no Man will there- 
fore contend that it is Prudent to give Youth 
their Liberty in ſuch a Manner, and the Ruin of 
innumerable Children ſent abroad to other Pla- 
ces are ſtrong Arguments to confirm it; theſe 
were the Foundations of the following Schmes 
which were propoſed as well to accomodate the 
Colledges of Edenborough for the receiving En- 
liſh Youth, as for the ſecuring the good Goyern- 
ent of ſich Youth as ſhonld be ſent there, and 
preſerving them from thoſe Liberties 'which 
might endanger their Morals: The Propoſal 
was as follows, . 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, That with conſent of the Magiſtrates 
of Edenburgh, who were ſuppoſed to be legal 
Viſitors of the Univerſity, a ſuffcient Building 
ſnould be erected within the College Walls (ca- 
pable of being enlarged as Occaſion ſhould re- 
quire) for the Reception and Entertainment of 
à certain number of Scholars, allowing to every 
Chamber Two Cloſets, that Two Students may 
if thought convenient be lodged together. 
That to the Building there be alſo Conveni- 
encies for all the proper Officers uſual in the Col- 
leges in England, ſuch as a Maſter, Six Fellows, 
or- Tutors, Twelve Graduates, who may take 
Pupils alſo under them, a Steward, a Cook, and 


Servants in proportion, with Officers neceſſary, 


and a large Hall for the whole Houſe, as well Ma- 
ſters as Students to eat in, a Chapel for Morning 
and Evening Prayer, a Bell to give notice accord- 
ing to the Orders of the Houſe. The whole to coſt 
about Six thouſand Pounds building, to be built 
at the Coſt of the Subſcribers in England. 

That among the ſtanding Rules of this Houſe, 
or as they may be called Laws of the Foundation, 
theſe to be ſome. 


1. That no ſeperate Teachings be {et up in the 
HFHouſe, different from, or unapproved by 
the Principal and Profeſſors of the whole 
College. DN CL} 
2. No publick Performances to be allow'd in 
this Houſe but what are to be perform'd in 
the College. | 2k 
3. No Degrees Commenc'd, and in ſhort, no- 
thing to be done by way of Teaching that 
ſhall leſſen the Dependency of the Scholars 


upon 
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pon the publick Schools, or their Subjecti- 
on to the Maſters, under whoſe. Govern- 
ment the whole is entirely to remain. 
4. The Maſter of this College to be no other 
than a General Governour of the Houſe, 
directing the Servants, and overſeeing the 
Conduct and Behaviour of the Scholars with 
reſpect to their Morals, but fully empow- 
cred to enforce Obedience to the Laws of 
the Houſe, and therefore the Maſter for the 
time being to be always in Commiſſion of 
the Peace. r 
. 5» The Steward or Treaſurer to be empower- 
ed to manage the common Stock of the 
HFouſe to the publick Advantage, to whom 
euxery Scholar is to pay ſuch a quarterly 
Payment for his Subſiſtance, in the Nature 
of Commons, as fhall be eſtabliſn'd, till the 
Houſe may have a ſuffcient Stock to main- 
tain the whole Body, and make them all 
Free Commoners. | 
6. That every Student be oblig'd to conſtant 
Reſidence, and not to be out of the College 
after Seven a Clock in the Winter, or Nine 
in the Summer, on ſuch Penalties as ſhall be 
ſettled, and not to lie out of the College on 
pain of Twenty Shillings the firſt Night, 
I ++, Fre Pounds the ſecond, and expulſion from 
the College, and Schools for the Third 
Offence. | * 


During the receſs of the College, The Tutors 
here to cauſe the Scholars once every Month to 
repeat the ſeveral Branches of Exerciſe they 
went through before, and the Minutes or RN 

| ; whic 
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which they took of the Readings performed by 
their Regents, that ſo they may be retained in 
Memory; and beſides this, the ſaid receſs, to be 
employ'd in proper Lectures, to be read once 
every After-noon (by the Tutors) in ſuch Parts of 
needful Learning as are not particularly taught 
in the College; ſuch as Geography, Hiſtory, 


Chronology, the uſe of the Globes, Arithma- 


tick, Navigation, the uſe of Maps and Charts, 
and all needful Things, that the Maſters ſhall di- 


rect, or the Scholars deſire to learn; and that 


may not be prejudicial to their other Studies, 
or inconſiſtent with the reſpective Employments, 
for which the ſaid Schollars may be defin'd by 
their Parents. „ 

That a Subſcription and Voluntary Contribu- 
tion to be raiſed at firſt Quarterly, be ask d to be 


made among all the Diſſenters throughout Eng- 


land, for the Encouragement of the Deſign; and 
particularly for Building in the firſt place; and 
that it be recommeuded to all the Diſſenters to 
give what Legacies they deſign for charitable 


Uſes to be ſettled upon this College for the 


maintenance of the ſame, with this Reſerve, that 
the whole return to their Heirs if Epiſcopacy 
ſhall be reſtored in Scotland. 

The Charge of this Deſign was computed as 
follows, ſuppoſing it to be brought to its full 


perfection. a 


4 eee 


«„ — — — . 
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e her SALLARIES. 


To the Maſter 100 l. per An. | ("FOO 
Treaſurer 100 J. per Ann. 4 
Steward 60 and two Clerks * each _ 140 
Houſekeeper 50. | 50 
Six Fellows at 40 J. each 240 
Twelve Graduates 30 l. each ii 
Head Cook 60 J. ' 8 
Buttler 40 J. "7 "a 
Baker 40 J. 40 


Twelve Servants, Six to aſſiſt the Cook, © 
Butler and Baker, each Two; the other 
Six to do neceſſary Work, cleaning _ 
the Chambers, make Beds, &c. each 
at 5 J. per Annie and Food 60 
Their Dyet at 6 l. per Annum each ns 4, 
For the Maſters Table, with whom in- 
clude the Six Fellows, who ſhall” all 
eat there 150 
* the Treaſurers Table, with whom 
the Twelve Under Tators or Gra- | 
duates to Eat 300 
For the Stewards Table, icibding —_— 
Two Clerks, and the Houſe-Keeper e 


my Anas 20 l. — * * 20 
a 1792 
— — — 


The whole Revenue of this Settlement was 
propoſed to amount to 2000 l. per Annum, when 
compleated, and to entertain conſtantly Two 


: T he 


red Students. 
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The Houſe-Stock to furniſh Gommons to the 
Students at 184. per Head per Annum, the Gain, 
if any, to go to thePublick Treaſure: The Tus 
tors pot to take above 4 |. per Aunum of any Pu- 
pil, all Penalties, Fines and Forfeitures to bo 
accounted to the Publick Stock af the Houſe. 
There was a Book of Statutes or Laws of the 
Foundation, for the Direction of all Caſes that 
might happen afrer the manner of the Statutes 
of the ſeveral Colleges in Cambridge: But they 
are too long to incer tr. 
Mr. Williams receiv'd this propoſal with great 
-Pleaſure, and taking a Draught or Plan of it, he 
made ſeveral Amendmants to it, and was ſo 
wonderfully pleas'd; that he offer d if it could be 
{et an Foot, to give five hundred Pound towards 
it himſelf, and to leave it a conſiderable Additi- 


on at his Death; nor did he think it an impro- 


bable Deſign, ſeeing, as he ſaid, the Beginning 
might be ſmaller, and Time would accompliſh 

the reſt by Degrees. n 
But the firſt Heat of this noble Deſign coobd 
upon the Hands of thoſe that were moſt con- 
cerned to put it forward ; and it being too heavy 
- an. Undertaking to be the Work of private Men, 
it dropt of it ſelf. etc | 
However, a ſmall Beginning was made to re- 
medy the Two Evils above mentioned, and this 
Was by the means of a Scots Miniſter, who took a 
Houſe in the City of Edinburgh, in order to ſet up 
the like Oeconomy as this of a College, only in a 
ſmaller Magnitude: he began and took a certain 
Number of Engliſp Gentlemen into the Houſe, the 
Miniſters here encourag'd him, and Mr. Williams 
in particular, they * bim alſo . 
py 5 2 Or 


9 7 by 
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for a Library, to be publick for the uſe of the 
Students, and here was at firſt ſome face of Go- 
vernment, and Orders were a while obſerv'd : 
But the Engliſh Youth ſoon got above his Autho- 
rity, and fell into Diſorder and Confufion, which 
put an end to it, meerly for want of the Power of 
Governing „„ SORY 
During theſe Things, the Scots of the ſeveral 
Univerſities began to be ſenſible how ſincerely 
Mr. Williams eſpouſed them upon all Occaſions, 
and how willing he was at all times' to ſerve and 
aſſiſt them and their Intereſt, and in Acknow- 
ledgment of it, and to ſhew the Senſe they had 
of ſo much Civility; they ſent him up the Diplo- 
ma of his Commencement, and made him Doctor 
of Divinity, and from this time I am to write 
him Dr. Williams. © | „ 
He was ſo far from ſeeking or expecting this 
Honour, that he was greatly diſpleaſed with the 
Occaſion of it, and with great Modeſty he en- 
treated Mr. Carſtairs, the Principal of the CO 
lege at Edinburgh to prevent it: But the Di- 
ſpatch was made before that Deſire of his could 
reach to them; I have often heard him expreſs 
his Diſlike of the Thing it ſelf, and much more 
his diſtaſt at the officious Vanity of ſome” who 
thought they had much oblig'd him when they 
-mov'd for the procuring it, and this, not that he 
deſpiſed the Honour of being a Graduate in 
Form in that Profeſſion in which he was now a 
truly Reverend Father; nor in the leaſt, that 
he refuſed to receive any Favours from the Mini- 
ſters of the Church of Scotland, for whom he pre- 
ſer vd a very great Eſteem, and on many Occa- 
fions gave ſignal Teſtimonies of his Reſpect: But 


he 


Beco land, and the firſt Thing which he diſcover- 
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he thought it ſavour'd of an extraordinary Vani- 
ty, that the Engliſh Presbyterians ſhould accept a 


nominal Diſtinction, which the Miniſters of the 
Church of Scotland declind for themſelves, and did 


ſo leaſt it ſnould break in upon that Parity which 


they ſo ſeverely maintain'd; which Parity among 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, the Presbyterians in 
England acknowledg'dalfſo to be agreeable to that 
Scripture Rule, Whoſoever will be greateſt among you 


let him be as the Younger, Luke 22.26. and Mat. 2 3. 8. 


Be not you called Rabbi, of which Text a learn- 
ed Writer ſays, it ſhould have been tranſlated, 
Be not ye called Doctors; and the Jewiſh Writers 


and Expoſitors of their Law, are by ſome Au- 


thors ſtiPd Fewiſh Rabins, by others, and that 
more frequently Dectors, alſo Rabbi Moſes, and 
Rabbi Joachim, the famous Teachers of the Jew-, 
iſh Law, are by the Latins ſtiled Doctors on 
many Occaſions. r wo 
On this Subject Dr. Wiliams, for ſo I muſt now 


ſtile him, expreſly ſaid, very often in my hear- 


ing, that he would not upon any Account have 
had ĩt done if he could have prevented it, and it 
was for no other Reaſon, than that he would 
not put an Affront upon the Miniſters and the 
Univerſities of Scotland, that he did not refuſe it, 
and return it: So far was he, whoſe Merit no 
one diſputed, from aſſuming Horrours to himſelf, 
that he declined all the Favours which were of- 
fered him, and all the Occaſions of any other 
Honour than that of doing Good. r 
I have now brought him on to the Concern he 
had, and which after this, never forſook him, viz. for 
the Intereſt and Advantage of the Church of 


ed 
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ed this in was, before he received the Degree of 
Doctor, viz. in the Year 1708, or there abouts, 
when the Act of Parliament was paſt, requiring 
all the Subjects of Britain, who poſſeſſed any Of- 
fice or Offices of Profit or Tout, &c. to take the 
Abjuration: This was a very unhappy ſtroke 
upon the Miniſters of Scotland, who, tho far 
enough from Principles of Jacobitiſm, or the 
leaſt favourable Thought towards, or Inclination 
for the Pretender, yet for ſeveral Reaſons feru- 
pled the taking that Oath of Abjuration, and 
for other Reaſons, claimed of Tight to he exemp-= 
ted from it: The Caſe abridg d into as narrow 
Compaſs as I can, to render it intelligible, is as 

k 8 Some ſcrupled multiplying Oaths, and that 
having already taken the Oath of Fidelity to the 
King, there could be no Reaſon. afſign'd Why 
they. ſhould ſwear the ſame Thing over: again, 
that all the ſolemnity of an Oath was laſt by 
the frequent, Repetition, and that it was a Max- 
im in the Civil Law and in Divinity alſo, that 
every Oath that is law fully impoſed muſt be in 
Things Profitable, Lawful, and neceſſary: That 
this Oath wanted the firſt and the laſt, ſee- 
ing an Oath, of Fidelity to King George, effectu- 
ally oblig d every honeſt Man to do and perform 
all that was requir d by the Oath of Allegiance, 
that yo Man could bear Faith and true Allegi- 

adce to King George 3 But be did 5 Kale Te, 
nounce, refuſe, and abjure the Pretender, and 
all his Pretences of, or claim to, a right of Suc+ 
ceſſion to the Crown, as efiecually and as fully as 
could be, by an) Oath expres d in other Words, 


; 48 tho & 
| i Fd © N 1 
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which 
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which for that reaſon they ſaid it was unlawful 
to take. : | 

2. Others, and whoſe Scruples ſeem'd to be 
more weighty, and of more Moment by far, ſcru- 
pled the Terms of the Oath, and this was upon 
a Religious Point, which few of our People in 
England underſtood, or had any Notion of, viz. 


* that they were to promiſe to maintain and de- 
fend the Limitations of the Crown, as ſettled 


by ſeveral Acts of Parliament in England, which 
Acts are recited in the Act of Settlement. 

Now one of the Limitations of the Succeſſor 
in thoſe Acts of Parliament referred to is, that 
he ſhall be of the Communion of the Church of Eng- 
Jand, to this the Scots Miniſters anſwered thus, 
& We do not expect or concern our ſelves to , 
ce ſuggeſt, that any Succeſſor to the Crown 
ce ſhould be a Presbyterian : But if ſuch a Thing 


cc ſhould offer, it would be very hard to have us 


cc that are Presbyterians, ſwear to exclude- the 


&& Succeſſor becauſe he was of our own Profeſſion, 


© this would be to forſwear what by Principle 
ce we oughtto deſire, and is therefore inconſiſtent 
ce with our Principles, and conſequently by the 
« 224 Article of the Treaty of Union, ought 
cc not to be required of us ſeeing that Article 
ce exprelly ſays that no Oath ſhall be impoſed up- 
« on us contrary to our Principles. BO 
There was no reaſonable das, but upon a 
full Information,and clear Underſtanding of theſe 
Circumſtances, acquitted the Scots Miniſters of all 
that which others calld Obſtinacy and Needleſs . 
Scruple, when they conſider'd them. But as the 
Doctor obſerv'd,. it was the hardeſt Thing in the 
World to make them underſtand the Caſe thorow- 
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ly, and great Prejudices were received againſt 
the People in Scotland for refuſing to abjure. the 
Pretender: as if they had done it from Principles 
of Diſaffection to the Government and the Pro- 


teſtant Succeſſion. 


Ihe Doctor took inexpreſlible Pains in this 
Matter, and went a great way to undeceive all 
People who he was any way concern'd witch; 
but the Prejudice went farther ; and when this 
Oath came to be farther enforced in Parliament, 


and to be extended to almoſt all ſorts of People, 


it went very near being ſtrictly enjoyn'd at 
that time upon the Miniſters in Scotland, which 
Tf it had, would have made great Confuſions 
in Scotland: I ſay, upon this Occaſion, the Doctor 
was particularly ſtirring, and went perſonally 


to ſome great Lords, in order to engage them 
to concern themſelves for the preventing it; but 


he faibd in the Succeſs there, finding them as 
inſenſible of the Concern the Government had 
in the quiet of that Country, as they were igno- 
norant of the fatal Conſequences of diyiding 
the Publick Intereſt there. However, he left it 


not there, but joyning with a Private Gentle- 


man, tho very well known, for his Acquaintance 
with the Affairs of Scotland, and his Affection to 
that Church, they try'd other Friends with bet- 
ter Succeſs. fs np 

For they averted that blow by carneſtly recom- 


mending it to the Patronage of the late Earl of 


_ Godolphin then Lord Treaſurer, and by his Lord- 


ſhips Aſſiſtance, got the Miniſters dropt wn] 

out of the Act then preparing, and fo was an ef- 

fectual Means to prevent the Miſchief which at- 

tended the Scots Miniſters; a Thing which whe 
| 885 0 


fait Migiſters vow want a Friend equally capa- 


land, to a& over again for them, under an Ad- 


in the Article of their Ordination: In purſu- 


lar to themſelves, which by the way it were 


Particulars. 8 oe 1 
2. That if any ordain'd beneficd Miniſter is 
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ble, and equally zealous for the Good of Scor- 
miniſtration from which no ſuch hardſhip was 


expected. 


The next thing the Doctor concern'd himſelf 


in, with reſpect to the Affairs of Scotland, was 


at the recommendation of the ſame Perſon who 
aſſiſted him in the laſt recited Articles and tho? 
it was true that the Church of Scotland was 
ſome ways concern'd in it, yet the Diſſenters in 
England ought rather to call it their Affair; for 


the Benefit, had it been effected, would prin- 


cipally have been their own. This Caſe, which 
has 5 9 Nicety alſo in it, was thus, 

he Scots, who in the exact execution of the 
Diſcipline of their Church, out-do all the World, 
are particularly Nice in the Affair of admitting 
their young Miniſters to preach, but eſpecially 


mg any Charge brought againſt their Minifters 
for ſcandalous Crimes they are very exact. In 
which Caſes they have two things alſo particu, 


well all the Proteſtant Churches in the World 
would imitate them in. (Vix.) That no Man is 
admitted a Miniſter, but after a critical Exami- 
nation into his Converſation, and good Teſti- 
monials of a ſpotleſs Character, as well as ſevere 
Tryals of his Learning 'and Parts, nor then, or 
at aff, if any ſlur lie upon his Character till he is 
acquitted upon the ſevereſt Inquiſition of the 


Convicted of Scandal, he is for ever Depoſed, 
x, H : and 


: 
4 
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and can be no more receiy'd again, were his 


Penitence the moſt ſincere and unqueſtioned 
that could be imagined : He may on his pub- 
lick Repentance, and evident Tokens of Refor- 
mation be reſtored and receiv'd into Commu- 
nion as a Chriſtian, but never as a Miniſter, tis 
to no purpoſe to attempt it, he is for ever 


uſeleſs in that Country. This is mentioned here 
for the following Reaſons, (viz.) 1. If it falls 


out, as too often is the Caſe, that a young Student 


has committed ſome Follies, ſo as that he fears 
he ſhall not paſs the exact Scrutiny which he 
knows the Presbytery he belongs to will make 
upon his inſuing Tryals. 

2. Or if he Fd himſelf deficient in his Stu- 
dies, and that he has not a ſtock of Learning 


fit to undergoe the ſevere Tryals which he knows 


he muſt paſs before the Miniſters. ' | 
3. Or if any Miniſter already Ordained, is 
Convicted of Scandal, and depoſed. 
4. Or if one be under the Charge, and finds 
himſelf cited, or that he ſhall be cited, and pro- 
ſecuted before the Church Judicatures, the Con- 


| Tequence of which he knows, if he is Guilty. 


In all theſe Caſes, the immediate Courſe ſuch 
People take, is to fly to Exgland, and here, to 
bring this Caſe home to us, ſuch has been the 
ill Conduct of the Diſſenters Congregations, or 
of their Miniſters, or perhaps of both, that theſe 
fugitive Miniſters thus coming to England, to 
avoid the Juſtice of the Church of Scotland, have 


been receiv'd, aſſiſted, imploy'd, and too much 


incouraged here, That without inquiring from 
Scotland, what their CharaQters have been, what 


the Occaſion of their coming away, and 1 | 
——_ ther 


ther they have been admitted to preach there? 
Or in a word, whether they are not Fugitives 
of the Place? refuſed by the Miniſters there, 
rejected and caſt off, either for Scandal or In- 
ſufficiency : Theſe, 1 am ſorry to ſay it, have 
been admitted here, too unwairily, even to be 
Paſtors of Congregations, without Miſſion, nay 
without Ordination, but barely by the hearing 
them Preach; by which means, many moſt igno- 
rant, and ſome impudent Wretches, have been 
ſuffered here, who have afterwards diſcover'd 


themſelves by their Vices, to the reproach of 


the Difſenters ; and ſome of them have turn'd 
violent Enemies to the Diſſeners who have thus 
receivd them. ; 

This the Miniſters in Scotland being alſo deſi- 
rous to remedy, had, by the application of that 
third Perſon above mention'd, entered into 
Meaſures with Dr. Williams, for preventing the 
miſchief. But theDeath of theReverend Mr. Car- 
ſtaire, Principal of the College of Edinburgh, 
and ſome time after that the Death of the Do- 
Sor, put an end to that uſeful Deſign. 

The Method propoſed was this, (viz.) That 
no Miniſter, or Probationer for the Miniſtry, 
coming from Scotland into England, ſhould be ad- 
mitted to Preach, be Ordain'd, or have any Pa- 
ſtoral Charge committed to him, unleſs he pro- 
duced Teſtimonials from Scotland firſt, from the 
Presbytery of the bounds in which he liv'd, ſign'd 
by their Moderator, importing the Sobriety 
of his Converſation, and that his Character was 
untainted. And Secondly, from the Principal, 
or the Profeſſor in Divinity of the College, 


ſignd by there hands, where he performed his 


1 2 Skugſes, 
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Studies, importing. his 5 8 of Learning; | 


and it was deſir' d that this ſhould be commynj- 
cated to all the Diſſenting Congregations in 
| Tow far this may have been put iu practice 
ſince, I cannot take upon me to inquire. . But 
the need there has been of it, and the ill Con- 
ſequences of the want of ſuch a Method, have 
been too well known among the Diſſenters, and 
the Concern this was to Dr. Williams, was a 
farther Teſtimony of his extraordinary Affecti- 
on for the Honour of Religion jn genera), and 
for the Honour and Intereſt of the 
in particular. : | 
Thus far I have traced the Doctor thro? his 
publick Buſineſs, which was always ſuch, and 
requir'd ſo much Time and Attendance, as ane 
would think ſhould much interrupt his Mini- 
ſterial Work : But the contrary was true of him 
to an extream; and notwithſtanding theſe Hur- 
ries, this was to be ſaid of him, that he was con- 
ſtant in all the neceſſary Avocations of his Mi- 
niſterial Office. No diſtreſs'd poor Man wanted 
his Alms, or diſtreſsd ſick Man his Viſit; all his 


* 


public Embarraſments did not cauſe him to ſnun 
the Pulpit, or to miſs the ordinary Buſineſs of 


the Congregation which he had the Charge of: 
But there he ſtill was to be found upon all need- 
full Occaſions. Nay, with ſuch prudence did 
he order his attendance on public Affairs, that 
he was very ſeldom miſt out of the Pulpit, 
when it was his turn ta be there, either in he 
own Aſſembly, or in other places; neither dig 


he huddle over his Words as if he wanted to be 


gone, but rather on the contrary extream, he 
8 a ſcarce 
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ſcarce knew when to leays off; and wayld ra- 
ther haue been tireſom to his Hearers by bis 
length. Only that his preaching was.fuch, that 
it was hardly poſſible that any one conld be tir d 
with it; if any could, it muſt be ſuck as hed 
very little ſenſe of the ſubſtance of any Preagh- 
ing at all, or any taſte eyen of Religion it I. 

His way of Preaching, his method, and the 
matter of his Diſcourſe, were equal to the pry- 
dence of his Managemept in other Things. And 
he preached as he liy'd, with a ſhited Zeal for 
the Cauſe he embark'd in, and a ſyited Zeal for 
the Subſtance of the Doctrines he deliyerd. 

It is true he did not write much, this was the 
only thing in which it might be ſaid, that his 
application to public Things ſeem'd to inyade 
his Studies. But as his public Ingagements were 
always ſuch as congern'd the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion in general, and the Intereſt of the Diſſen- 
ters in brelevd and Scotland in particular. Po- 

ſterity will reap the Fruit of his Labours, in a 
manner perhaps equal to what they would have 
done, had he left many Volumes behind him for 
Example. iy 5 EP 
Thoſe many Congregations of Diſſenters - 
which by his means have been eſtabliſhed, and 
Miniſters in remote parts, which by his Dire- 
ction have been ſettled, and additional Main- 
tenances ſupplied to them. Theſe are all Vo- 
lumes of his Works, and if ſucceeding Ages 
have in many places preaching Miniſters amo 
them, Where they had never any before, thoſe 
Preachings are fo far a part of his Works, they 
are Seals of his Miniſtry, and may be equal to 
many Volumes of Sermons publiſhed, 1 en 
| | IC 
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Rich may not want, and the Poor cannot buy; ok 

for certainly erecting Churches or Congregati-' 

ons, and introducing the knowlege of Religi- 

on, where before it was not, is in a kind, a 

preaching to thoſe People; and indeed, is in it 

ſelf, preaching up à noble Example to others, 

to exerciſe the ſame publick Spirit. And it were 

| to be wiſt'd that all Chriſt's Miniſters would 
| rather apply themſelves to ſpreading Chriſti- 
| an Rnowlege by ſuch living Volumes, and by 
planting the Miniſters of the Goſpel in the dark 
Corners-of the Land, where God knows Igno- 
rance- abounds, and the knowlege of God is 
is ſcarce receiv'd, than leave their Works in 
heavy Manuſcripts behind them, which many 
times ſpread no farther than the hands of their- 
immediate Executors; and if they are printed, 
carry an Expence with them, which is generally 
a Bar to keep poor Families from them; where- 
as daily Preaching is carrying Inſtruction home 
to the Doors of the pooreſt, and Miniſters pla- 
ced in remote Corners, have innumerable un- 
known and unforeſeen Opportunities of doing 
good to the Souls of Men, and a ſucceſſion of 
preachiug Miniſters, is a Fountain of Inſtruction 
to the end of Time, which Books can never out 
laſt, neither be in thoſe particular Caſes any 

equivalent to. Ry 

So that it is eaſy to prove his Life was by far 

more uſeful in the manner wherein he exerted 
himſelf, than it could have been by leaving be- 

- hind him the moſt yoluminous Tracts of Divi- 
nity that the ſame number of Years might 
bave been ſuppoſed to be imployd in; and yet 
his Life has hot been barren, even in thoſe 

| | things, 


_— 
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things. particularly in ſeveral very uſeful Ser- 


would have had, and all thoſe he imploy'd to 
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mons upon Funeral Occaſions, and in ſuch Ma- 
nuſcripts as are yet to be found in his Library. 
Nor was his applying himſelf to this beft 
part of a publick Spirit, a Token of any back- 
wardneſs to other Applications, Studies, or the 
like: But an Evidence that he was a good Judge 
of what it was in which he was able to be moſt 
uſeful; and that he knew how to make the 
eateſt Advantage of the Opportunities God 
Fad put into his Hand. For his being thus at 
the Head of the Diſſenters Affairs, as above, 
furniſhed him with ſuperior Advantage for this 
part of the Work, above other Miniſters, and 
above what, if it had not been fo, he himſelf 


the utmoſt. , | 
His Zeal for the Advantage of the Diſſenters 
Miniſtry, is a ſuffcient Teſtimony of his Zeal 
for their Intereſt; he was deeply ſenſible of the 
diffculty of ſupplying the Congregations with a 
Race of Men equal to thoſe who are gone be- 
fore them, and the loſs it is to their Intereſt 
that it is ſo, occaſion'd by their wanting the 
opportunity of Public Schools and Univerſities, 
which the beſt of their private Academies was 
by no means equal to. He ſaw plainly the dif 
advantages the Students and Proficients of the 
Diſſenters lay under for want of Public Libra- 
ries; and of the advantages of Diſſectations and 
Public Readings or Lectures, as it is in the Col- 
leges and Univerſities, and eſpecially the diſabi- 
lity of moſt of the young Miniſters to furniſh 
themſelves with Books, on account of the Ex- 
pence of it. N 
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Ius ſenſe he hack of theſe Things, and the 


earneſt defire he had to remedy them, as they 


occafioned his leaving his extraordinary Library, 
to bs as # public Gift for the uſe of the Dif- 


Ferifers5 together with an annual Salary for a 


Library-keeper, and Money to buy or build a 


Heuſe for the Depofir,, in ſuch a place, as may 


de proper for the reſort of the Miniſters to it 
on alf Otcaſions; as may be ſeen by his Will. So 
on the other hand, it ſhew'd a fincere Concern 
upon his Mind, to deliver the Diſſenters as far 
— from the Diſadvantages: they were 

er on that account, for there is a manifeſt 


difference between complaining: of the want of 


Books} and giving a Thouſand Pounds to fup- 
Op | 


I need ſay nothing of his Collection of Books 
more than this, that as he wanted neither Mo- 


ney to purchaſe, nor judgment to chuſe them, 


we cannot doubt but his Collection is very valu- 
able, as well as very large. But the following 
Eircumſtance will ſerve to give any one an Mei 
of what a Library it muſt be (vic.) That be- 


ſides His one whole Collection, which was very 
conſiderable, he had the opportunity of buying 


the compleat Library of that Learned and Po- 
lite, as well as Reverend Divine, Dr. Bates, 


which Library, as it coſt: the: ſuid Dr. Bates a 


great many hundred Pounds more in Collecting, 


Dr. Williams, as L have been told, gave be. 


tweer five: and ſix hundred Pounds for them 


at ſecond hand; all which, together with his 


on Collection, are given and appointed by His 


Wil as a public Library, for the uſe of the Biß 


ſenting Miniſters and Students, and for en. 
ons 
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_ poſſible to expreſs fully what the Benefit may be, 
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hos aforeſaid, a Gift not only valuable in it 


If, but ſuch as teſtifies the Doctor's Zeal for 
the Intereſt of the Diſſenters, in a manner that 


has but very few Preſidents. I have been told 
that the Doctor deſign'd ro recommend it to 
the Diſſenters to leave Legacies to the ſaid Li- 
brary, either in Books or Money, to buy ſuch new 
and valuable Books, as ſhall come out after his 
Deceaſe, that ſo the Collection may go on, and 
alſo to buy any ſcarce Books or Manuſcripts, 
which he conld not come at, and which may 
offer in time, that may he valuable and uſeful 
for the deſign of improving the young Mini- 
ſters in their Studies ; which recommendation, 
if it be followed, may in time render this the 
compleateſt Library in Britain. 7 
And were it not a kind of Digreſſion from 
the Hiſtory of his Life, it would not be a uſe- 
leſs application of his deſign, to lay before the 
Diſſenters the advantage of ſuch a thing, for 
the future inſtructing of their young Students 
and Miniſters, and private Perſons. How the 
advantage would return to the Diſſenters with 
very good Intereſt, in the Accompliſhment and 
Education of their Youth, and the taking away 
the reproach which ſome have pretended to caſt 
upon them, for default of their Education. 
Dr. Williams, who always exerted him- 
ſelf to ſupport the Reputation, as well as the 
Intereſt of the Diſſenters, ſhewed in this, that 
he had as much Judgment to know what was 
wanting to them, as Affection to ſupply it; and 
his Legacy of Books to their uſe, may juitly 
be ſtiFd Ineſtimable, becauſe really it is im- 


nay 
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nay muſt be, in time to come, to the Diſſenters 


in general, by their young Students being thus 
incouraged in their Studies, and the want of 
Books thus made. up to them, which as above, 
was till now, the great Deficiency. among them, 
meaning thoſe eſpecially, who. wanted Money 
0 furniſh themſelves. | + 6. 

Even thoſe who had helps. to ſupply their 


Studies, and who. wanted not Money to * 


Hooks, yet even they will have ſome 

vantage from this Gift; ſince it may be ſup- 
poſed they cannot all be ſaid to have had a 
right judgment in chooſing and collecting their 
Books: Whereas an exact acquaintance with the 


Catalogue of this Library, and free acceſs to ſee 


and peruſe thoſe Books which are moſt valu - 
able, and moſt neceſſary, to be had, would direct 
them what to buy, as well as what to read; 
and would ſhew them how. to collect Books to 
their Advantage, which is a knowlege few are 
Maſters of, and is the occaſion that we ſee Men 
amaſt heaps of Books to make a ſhow in a young 
Study, which a Polite Reader would not give a. 


place among his Books, and which perhaps they 
themſelves, never gave themſelves the trouble 


to look: over. | | 

All the Injury to Learning from theſe Things, 
is now taken away by this generous Gift, and 
the Youth deſign'd for. the Miniſtry. among the 
Diſſenters, are now furniſh'd'in ſuch a manner, 


that as their Enemies cannot reproach them 


with want of helps to their Studies, and par- 
ticularly with want of Books; it's hoped they 


will leave them no room to reproach them with 


want 
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want of making due Improvement of the Ad- 
m_—_____ CT 
But to return to the Doctor: As his whole 
ſtrength and ſtudy in the more active part of 
his Life, was laid ont in ſupporting the Intereſt 
of the Diſſenters in the particular Caſes which lay 
then before them, and which were in his view; 
the latter part of his Life was applied to the 
ſtudy of eſtabliſhing their general Intereſt. 

Ne was ſeriouſly concerned at the many Delu- 
ſions put upon the Diſſenters, with reſpect to the 
taking off the force of the penal Laws, which tye 
up their Conſciences, and the depriving them of 
the Privileges common to their Country, as Exgliſh 
Men. If ever he was wrong in his Calculati- 


dns and Gueſſes, with reſpect to the great 


things promiſed to the Diſſenters, it was now ; 
for tho it is moſt true that he always believed 
the People who promiſed ſo largely to the Dif- 
ſenters would at laſt fail them; yet at this time 
he ſeemed to ſtagger in his Opinion, and to be- 
lieve ſomething would be done for them in the 
beginning of this Reign. It is true, he did not 
live to ſee himſelf miſtaken, which was his hap- 
pineſs: But he faw ſome reaſons to fear it, 


even at that diſtance of time, and the Diſſenters 


have ſince experienced to their coſt, that his 
fears were too juſt. . : 

But whatever his hopes were of the Diſſen- 
ters having Juſtice with them, he ſeem'd plain- 
ly in all he did, to arm for them againſt a Mi- 


carriage; this is particularly ſeen in the mak- 


ing proviſion, that in Caſe the Church of Scot- 
land ſhould be at any time ſupplanted, his | egacy 
7 3 e 
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40 the College of Glaſgow ſhould deſcend to his 


own Heirs. 


- Now it cannot be deny'd, but that the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Church of Scot! an 4 is much 


firmer, and better fix'd, than the Tolleration in 


England; and if he feard the ſhaking that 


Eſtabliſhment, and the return of Epiſcopacy 


there, much more ought he to apprehend the 
Solidity of our Liberty here, which he knew 
on 'the one hand, was not only often attack'd 
by vigilant Enemies among a contrary Party, 
but had been but too faintly eſpouſed, even by 
thoſe who had calld themſelves Friends. | 

He ſaw in the firſt place, as to Scotland, tha 
the Church there was Eſtabliſhd, humanly ſpeak- 


ing, but upon the preyalency of the Whig 


Government in England, and that notwithſtand- 
ing the Treaty of Union had ſecur'd an unal- 
terable Settlement to the Church, as far as 
Words and Laws, Acts of Parliament, and the 
moſt ſolemn Ingagements of the Powers then 
in being could make it unalterable : Yet as the 
practice of the late Reign evidently. diſcovered 
all thoſe Fortifications would be demoliſhed, 
when ever a High-Church Adminiſtration ſhould 
take place in England, and the moſt, ſacred and 
ſolemn Ingagements trampled under Foot; and 
then it may be true that this might not be 
done in a direct and litteral Diſſolution of the 
Treaty, yet as there were already open, and 
even avowed Violations of that Union in the 
Church Affairs; ſuch as that of the Right of 
Patronages, the Vule Vacance, the Liberty of 
the Service-book, the Impoſing Oaths upon the 
Presbyterians contrary to their Principles, * 
| OS the 
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the like, it could be no longer doubted but the 
farther Incroachment which would have been 
made by the Epiſcopal Party, and which indeed 
they openly threatned the | Eſtabliſh'd Church 
with, would in time have been equivalent to 
an entire diſſolution and overthrow of the 
Church it ſelf; and this was the rather to be 
feared, becauſe which was too apparent, even 
the Nobility and Gentry of that Country. had a 
warm ſide to the Epiſcopal Church, or at leaſt to 
any Church which would moſt connive at, and 
leaſt concern themſeles with the open Cauſe of 
vitious living, which the Gentry too much fol- 
lowed, and which the Presbyterian Government: 
have taken upon them to diſturb them in. 
. Theſe things, I ſay, the Doctor was fully ac- 
quainted with: He knew very well, that had 
not the Union interven'd, and which was cars 
ried on rather by the Influence of Fngliſh Coun- 
cils, than Scots Inclinations, and which was 
complyed with there, on private and civil Pro- 
ſpects, rather than Religious. I ſay, that had 
not the Union interven'd, by which the two 
Nations are now ingag'd to maintain the Kirk 
of Scotland, that ſame Kirk would in proceſs 
of Time, and that not much Time neither, 
have certainly been overthrown even by her 
own Nobility and Gentry. ; 


Theſe things Dr. Williams being perfectly 2 


acquainted with, there is no wonder that he 
made uſe of ſuch precautions in his Will, that 
it Epiſcopacy ſhould take place again in. Scot- 


land, his Gift ſhould ceaſe from the uſes deter- 


min d, and revert to the other uſes aſſignd in 
his Will. 
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The like diſtruſt, I ſay, he had as to the con- 
tinuance of the preſent Liberty of the Diſſen- 
ters in England, eſpecially during the many 
Turns of the late Reign, in which, tho' the 
Politic Meaſures of the Court guided them always 
to keep the Diſſenters as eaſy as was for their 
turn, and to ſpeak them fair, yet as the Doctor 
often ſaid, the Diſſenters could not but ſee that 
what they enjoy'd, was owing to the Policy, ra- 


ther than the Affection of the Great Men in 


the Government ; and that even the beſt Men 
among them, ſeem'd to ſpeak them fair, but lovd 
them not : And therefore it was always with 
good Grounds that he carried about with him 
a conſtant. jealouſy of the deſign of. the High 


Party againſt the Diſſenters, and beliey'd their 


Liberty very precarious, however promiſed, and 
thoſe Promiſes repeated ſomething publickly. _ 

It was but a little while paſt, and could not 
be out of his Memory, that notwithſtanding re- 
peated Promiſes from the Throne of preſerving 
the Toleration inviolable, he ſaw the Occaſiona 
Bills brought into the Houſe of Commons, and 
puſh'd on their with the greateſt vehemence, 
as has been obſerved already, and even when 
thoſe Bills miſcarried, the Doctor very well ob- 
ſerved that they were oppoſed from politic Prin- 
ciples, and with Party Views, not from any Zea} 
for Religion, or Love to the Diſſenters; and 
therefore it was always his Opinion, that ſome 
time or other, the Party would break in at that 
Door, and the Diſſenters would be ruin'd in 
meer Zeal to the Church, if not now, at ſore 


time hereafter, new Enemies riſing every Day. 


This 


This he livd to ſee puſf'd to the utmoſk Ex- 
tremity, and the Party that could not bring 
the Queen to deſtroy the Tolleration, went a 
new way to work (viz.) To diſcover the Thing 

it ſelf, and not allow that there was any Tolleration 


at all, and that all the Diſſenters had to pretend 


to, was, that there was an Act paſſed indeed 
to reſtrain the proſecution formerly uſed againſt 
them, that they were EXE MDYHrTrED indeed from 
certain Penalties, but not Tollerated in the leaſt, 
but as the Doctor very well obſerved, this new 
Diſtinction being found out, the Queen, who 
fell in with Dr. Sacheverel's Party in a viſible 
manner, fell in alſo with that Diſtinction, and 
was never heard to uſe the Word Tolleration in 
any of her Speeches after that time. 

What was the Conſequence of theſe things, 
and how the Diſſenters were trampled upon eve- 
ry way, is too freſh in the Memory of every Man, 
that gives ſuch things any room in his Thoughts: 

As particularly, how the High-Church falling in 
with the Jacobite Party in a curſed Deſign of 
overthrowing the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and the 
ſettlement of the Crown upon the now Royal 
Houſe of Hannover. The Friends of that Suc- 
ceſſion were oblig'd to give up the Diſſenters In- 
tereſt, in order to ingage the ſtrength of ſuch 
Members of the High Party as were leſs deſpe- 
rate, and leſs willing to give up their Coun- 
try to a Popiſh Succeſſor : I ſay, the Friends 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt were obliged to 
come 1nto the Occaſional Bill as a Preliminary, 
and as is ſaid before, the Circumſtances of the 
Diſſenters was ſuch, as that this Bill was: to be 


brought in by thoſe very Perſons, who had before been 


the 
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te Bulwarks againſt it. pag. 25. How the Doctor 


indeavoured to preſerve the Temper of the Dif- 
ſenters under ſuch a ſenſible Stroke, ought ne- 


ver to be forgotten by the Diſſenters, and how 


chearfully the Diſſenters yielded up themſelves 
how ſilently they: bore the Oppreſſion ought alſo 
never to be forgotten by thoſe who brought that 
upon them, and ſome have ſaid it ſhould never 
be forgotten. But I muſt acknowlege Dr. Wil- 


liams was of the Mind it would be forgotten, 
and we cannot ſay it has not by ſome, tho? per- 


haps not by all thoſe that were then concerned 
Te | | „„ 

When this terrible Blow was ſtruck, Dr. Mil- 
liams was living, tho' declining in his Health: 
but as his judgment remain d clear to the laſt, 


he ſaw the Party would not ſtop there, and from 


that time, without pretending to Prophecy, he 
predicted that the Party who had ſo eaſily gain'd 
that Point this way, which they had ſo long 


and fo often ſtruggled for in vain another way, 


would not fail to puſh at farther reſtraints up- 
on the Diſſenters, till they ſhould at laſt bring 
their real Tolleration, to a bear Exemption, indeed, 
ſcarce that. For as he very well obſeryd, the 
Occaſional Bill was a Penal Law, and actually 
laid on ſeveral Penalties upon the Diſſenters, 
which they were never under before; as parti- 
cularly thoſe Penalties in caſe any Man who had 
once imbark'd in any public Imployment, ſhould 
be ſeen at a Meeting, tho? only to hear a Ser- 
mon, nay, though it were only a Funeral Ser- 


mon, and the like. | 


In this his Judgment was very well pointed, 
ſeeing it was not long after this that the Schiſm 
; Bill 
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Bill paſs'd, whereby the Diſſenters, in a Word, 
are in effect, depriv'd of the Education of their 
. ,own Children, and of the ſecuring to themſelves 
.a Succeſſion of Miniſters, to carry on the work of 


_ Preaching the Goſpel to the Ages to come: The 


firſt of theſe, by forbidding any of the Diſſen- 
ters to Inſtruct Children, or Teach School; and 
the laſt, by ſuppreſſing the private Academies of 

the Diſſenters. . LT 

It was with a great deal of Inſolence from the 
High Party, that the Diſſenters were told, that 
the Act of Exemption, ſo they called the Tollera- 
tion, was given indeed in Clemency to the pre- 
ſent Body of ſuch Diſſenters as were really ſcru- 
pulous in Conſcience, and could not Conform to 
the Church; but that it was not intended thère- 


by, that they ſhould be allowed to propagate 


the Schiſm to the next Generation, and preſerve 

their Opinion to their Poſterity. e 
Dr. Williams, often with regret, reflected up- 
on the weakneſs of the Diſſenters at the Revo- 
lution, who when the Temper the High- 
Church Men were reduced, was ſuch, as incli- 
ned them to yield to whatever in Reaſon could 
be deſired, could be fo forgetful of their Poſte- 
rity, as to accept of their own meer liberty: of 
Worſhipping God, and leave their Children to 
ſtruggle for the Continuance of it, as if their 
Children were ſuppoſed to have no Concern in 

it, or were not to have the Liberty of Servin 

God after the Pattern of their Fathers. 
This Defect indeed the Diſſenters have reaſon 
to lament, for aſſuredly, when the Glorious King 
MWilliam, a Patron of Liberty both Civil and Re- 
ligious, had came to conſider the juſtice of the 
| K Diſſenters 


. 


8 8 
i" « CER 5 > . N - 
=. 1 Ten 2 — SCE 1 ME — 21 * 


N * 
** 9 


66 MEMOIRSs of the 
Diſſenters demand of a Tolleration, and willing- 
ly agreed to it, his Majeſty would not have 
thought it unreaſonable, to have allowed them 
Schools for their Poſterity, and means to conti- 
nue them a <ucceſſion of Goſpel Miniſters, who 
ſhould continue to hand down the Truth and 
the Doctrines they profeſsd, to receive to their 
Poſterity after them. And it cannot be deny'd, 


but that it was an unaccountable Omiſſion in the 
Diſſenters at that time, tho' it has been inſi- 


nuated too, that they were abuſed in it, and 
that thoſe Clauſes which ſhould have ſecur'd the 
Points mention'd above, were clandeſtinly left 
out of the Bill, after the Diſſenters Draft of an 
Act was peruſed by them, and approved by their 
Friends. L He * 
But if this had been true, as J do not vouch, 
yet it is moſt certain, that the Friends of the 
Diſſenters, at that time, ought to have com- 
plain'd, and ought to have apply'd themſelves to 
the King, who it was well known, was ever in- 
clin'd to do them Juſtice. Es 
Thus ſtood the ſtate of the Diſſenters Liber- 


ty at the Death of the late Queen, under the 


powerful Deprodations of the late Reign, which 
if it bad continued much longer, would certain- 
ly have diſown'd the Diſſenters, forget all their 


Promiſes of inviolably maintaining the Tolle- 


ration; and as they had in a few Years ſhrunk 
the Talleration into a meer Exemption, would have 
cauſed that Exemption to have dwindled away 
into a Shadow of Law, and left the Diſſenters 
to the Cruelty of their Enemies tender Mercy, 
and cauſed them to injoy what Liberty they 
ſhould have, from the meer Clemency of the 
Tories. , | ; | Dr. 
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Dr. Villiams was Inconſolable for the Diſſen- 
ters all that Reign, he foreſaw nothing but ruin 
attending their Circumſtances, and was full of 
fad Thoughts about them; when in an unexpe- 
&ed Hour, and in the very Article of Deſtru- 
ction, for it is evident the ruin of the Diſſenters 
was concluded, I ſay, in an unexpected Hour, 
— the aſtoniſnment of the Party, the Queen 
This overthrew all their Projects, as well for 
a Popiſh Pretender, as a Proteſtant Tyranny, and 
the High-Church Men funk at once into De- 
ſpair, turn'd Malecontents, and at length rebels. 
This coupe d' Eclas as it came directly from 
Heaven, ſo the Doctor aſcribd the Glory, and 
directed his Praifes all thither. Nor was his Joy 
greater for that Change on any. Account, more 
than that he thought that once more the time 
was come, when the Glory of Proteftant Liber- 
ty ſhould ſhine, without being Eclipsd by the 
Party Clauſes and Reſtraints which the fecret 


Enemies of Religion ſhould lay in its way. But 


he ſoon faw reaſon to ſay, that even under all 
this Felicity, the Spirit of Impoſition and Per- 
ſecution had taken ſuch deep Root among ſome 
People, that fome difficulty would be always 
ſtarted, to obſtruct the beſt Deſigns in the Dif- 
ſenters Favour : That the danger of the Church 
would be thrown in the Teeth of all thoſe that 
offered to appear for them, and whoever ſhew'd 
himſelf forward to ſerve the Cauſe of Religion, 
ſhould be branded as an Enemy to the Church. 
In this we all know now, how right his Judg- 
ment was, and how juſt his Arguments, and the 
Event has confirm'd it, by reaſon we have ſeen 
| K 2 choſe 


thoſe Gentlemen on whom the Diſſenters chief Pe- 
pendance was, fly not in the Face of all their own 


Ingagements to the Diſſenters only, but even of 


all their Ingagements to King GEORGE and his 
Government alſo, and face about to the Torres. 
As I obſerv'd before, it was Dr. William's 


Happineſs not to live to ſe this fatal Blow. 
to the Diſſenters Expectations, he would indeed 
have ſeen his Opinion of the Promiſes made 


them to have been confirmed, but that would 


have been very far from being any Conſolation 


to a Heart anxious for the general Intereſt, and 


moſt affectionately attachd to the whole Body 


of the Diſſenters, _ - 


It is true, that thoſe Doubts and Apprehen- 
ſions of his, concerning the Sincerity of the Diſ- 
ſenters Friends, were entertained, as well ſince 
King GxeorGe's Acceſſion to the Crown, as be- 
fore. But this did not in the leaſt diminiſh his 
Satisfaction in that Acceſſion, and his Joy at the 
Eſtabliſhment of an Illuſtrious and Proteſtant 


Race upon the Throne. He had been too long 
overwhelm'd with fear of a prevailing Jacobite 


Intereſt, and the threatning Projects of Men 


veſted with Power to act, and without the re- 


ſtraint of Principles to act by, for the Security - 
of their Country's Liberty, and for the Safety 

of the Proteſtant Religion: I ſay, he had 
been too long loaded with the juſt Apprehen- 
ſions from ſuch things, to be unmov'd at the 
Security we all injoy, by the entrance of a 
Mighty and Experienc'd Prince upon the Ad- 


miniſtration of Affairs, ſupported by ſtrong Al- 


liances, immenſe Wealth, untainted Reputati- 
on, juſtly with this Accefſion made the — 
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of Popery, the Refuge of oppreſs'd Princes, and 
the Arbiter of Europe. 


He look'd with the more Satisfaction upon 


theſe things, in that he ſaw a clear diſpoſition 


of Providence to our Deliyerance, acting in all 


thoſe things, and however he might fear that 
the Diſſenters ſhould not obtain, yet, the com- 


pleat Liberty which they hop'd for: Bis Joy 


however at the general Deliverance of the Na- 


don from Popery and Tyranny, in which the 


* 


Diſſenters had their ſnare in common with the 
reſt of the Kingdom, was not at all diminiſned, 


and therefore it was obſervd, he was upon all 


Occaſions ready to expreſs that Joy, by all the 


Methods becoming his Station and Years, and 
conſiſtent with that ſerious Gravity which dwelt : 
upon all his Behaviour, and which GraCd his 


Converſation in a manner almoſt inimitable; I 


ſay, he faiPd not in his way, to expreſs his Joy 


at the Acceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover being 


poſſeſs'd of the Crown, and even to diſtinguiſh 


himſelf in doing ſo above other Men, I mean 
above other Men of his Years and Profeſſion. 


Nor was this Joy of his, founded meerly on 


the Account of the Deliverance which the com- 


ing of King GRORNOE brought to the Civil and 


Religious Conſtitution of Great-Britain: But he 
was of a truly Publick Spirit in his Joy, and had 


his Eye on the general Advantages which he fore- 
ſaw accrued by it to all the Kingdoms of Europe, 
and eſpecially to all the Proteſtant Kingdoms 


and States in Chriſtendom. 


He was not fo little acquainted with, or un- 
concern'd about the Affairs of Europe, but that 


he ſaw, and with regret obſcrv'd, how the Pro- 
. teſtant 
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teſtant Intereſt in general was weakned by the 
Defection and Apoſtacy of their Princes, and 
that if it went on much farther, the Ballance 
between the Religious Intereſt of Chriſtendom 
would run great Riſque of being quite over- 
thrown. . He foretold long before, what we ſee 
now but lately brought to paſs, viz. That the 
Electoral Prince of Saxony, would, by the Per- 
ſuaſtons and Politicks of his Father, and the Ar- 
tifices of the Joſaites, be drawn into Popery, and 
that Electoral Houſe be thereby wholly carried 
off from the Proteſtant Intereſt, as well as Re- 
ligion, as the ancient Palatine Houſe has been. 
He often enquir'd what was become of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion in the Palatinate, ſince the Houſe 
of Newburgh came to the Government there, 
what Figure they make in the Body of Pro- 
teſtants in Germany; are they not rather, ſaid be, 
in a perſecuted, than in a flouriſhing Condition, 
and what will be the Figure the Electorate of 
Saxony may be likely to make in a few Years, 
under a Succeſſion of Popiſh Sovereigns. This 
Proffer is indeed Blacker now than ever, the E- 
lectoral Prince having actually declard himſelf, 
and the Duke of Saxzeitz, another Prince of the 
fame Houſe, having likewiſe abjur'd the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, and reconciPd himſelf to the 
Church of Rome, and we now ſee the Illuſtri- 
ous Houſe of Saxoxy, which was once the Bul- 

wark and Barrier of the Proteſtant Religion in 
Germany, in a very precarious Poſture unto Re- 
ligion, the Princes dropping off one after ano- 
ther into Popery, and into an Intereſt, not on- 
ly oppoſite to, but even deſtructive of the very 
| Being 
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Being of Religion in Germayy, and conſequent- 
Iy in all Chriſtendom. 1 

This, as it was all foreſeen by Dr. Williams, was, 
as J have ſaid, a ſecret and reſerv'd addition to his 
Joy, at the Acceſſion of King GzorGE to the 
Throne of Great- Britain, over and above the Infe- 
rences hedrew from thence, to the Advantage of 
theſe Kingdoms in particular, and this was, as I 


have boſervd, the Conſequence of his truly Public 


Spirit, and a Teſtimony that he not only had 
the Cauſe of Religion at Heart, but really un- 
deſtood it. Nor 1s it any Flattery to his Me- 
mory, to make this Digreſſion upon his being 
capable of Judging in theſe Things, above moſt 
Men; for he not only underſtood the Hiſtory, 
but indeed the Intereſts, of almoſt all the Powers 


and ſeperate Bodies of People in Europe perfe- 


aly well, and how they ſtood in reſpect to 
one another; a Thing, which many have pre- 
tended to, with very little juſt Ground for 
ſuch pretence, and which indeed, few, very few 
have attain'd. | 

This knowlege of the Affairs, and Intereſts 


of Foreign Princes and Powers, made him ſtill 


the more perfect judge of thoſe of his own 
Country ; and tho? he was far from an officious 
meddling with Matters of State, either in Con- 
verſation, or otherwiſe ; yet when he was ob- 
lig'd' to concern himſelf, none did it better, 
and there are but few to come after him, that 
will pretend to do it fo well. 

This Knowlege alſo of the Affairs and Inte- 
reſts of Foreign Princes and Powers, made. hig 
Converſation moſt agreeably Inſtructing: He 
was himſelf a School, and to hear him Dif. 


courſe, 
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courſe, was indeed to fit at the Feet of Gamaliel, 
in ſuch Things as thoſe; for he taught the 
true Principles of Policy, viz. Always to eſpouſe 
the true Intereſt of his Country, and not tye it 
down to this or that Party. In a Word, he 
was the Tutor of all thoſe that apply'd them- 

ſelves to him; he taught the Hot-Men Mode- 
ration, and the Cold-Men Zeal, and inſtructed all 
that came in his way, how to behave themſelves 
in the Difficulties of fo many Changes in the 
Face of public Affairs as happen'd in his Time. 
His peculiar Satisfaction in the preſent Efta- 
bliſnment reſpected Ireland. That Kingdom had 
always a large ſhare in his Concern, and his Af- 
fections were in an extraordinary Manner in- 
gag d to them. He had ſeen their Circumſtan- 
ces in the time of the late King James, and as 


he nſed to expreſs himſelf, had ſeen how no- 


thing but the Folly and Infatuation of the '1r;ſh 
themſelves, prevented the utter Extirpation of 


the Exgliſu, and of the Proteſtant Religion in 


that Kingdom; and theſe were his Notions; it 
cannot be remote from the purpoſe, while we 
are ſpeaking of the Doctor, with reſpect to his 
Publick Conduct and his Politicks, and which 
he was ſo eminent, I fay, it cannot but be 
to the purpoſe, to mention what has been ſo 


much the Subject of Obſervation, in thoſe who 


had the Advantage to Converſe with him. 
He fled from Freland hither, as has been ob- 


ſervd, the Reaſon was evident, beſides thoſe 


mention'd already of his Perſonal Danger. For 
no Man that underſtood the State of that miſe- 
rable: Kingdom at that Time, could have doubted 
but that the Engliſh, and the Proteſtants 1 
| | ing- 
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Kingdom, muſt haye been entirely ſwallowed 
up; and if not Maſſacred, as in 1641, yet that 
they ſhould have been ſtript of all, plundred, 
and even Tranſlated from the Country. | 
No Man could imagin, ſaid the Doctor, that 
5 who had at one Time Sixty Thou- 

nd Men in Arms, and was Maſter of all the 
Kingdom, London- Derry and Imiickilling excep- 
ted, ſhould, as he did, fit ſtill with a raw Army 


of meer Iriſh, and leave the Wealth of the 


whole Country in the Hands of the Proteſtants, 


while his Army was paid with Copper Half 
Pence, for Half-Crowns. That when he ſaw 


2 


England and Scotland, as one Man, turn Fogery 
S 


mob the Houſes and Parks of the Nobility an 

Gentry, and form the Revolution with ſo hight 
a Hand as they then did, that the Papiſts in 
Ireland ſhould' fit ſtil, and content themſelves 


with having the Proteſtants at their Mercy, and 


make na tetalliation upon them, but only wait, 
as it might be faid, to have King William pre- 
pare his Army to come over and Defeat them, 


which was not till near Eight Months neither. 


He expected, and ſo indeed would any one in 
their Wits, that the Proteſtants, as they were 


8 fled out of the open Countries, ſnould 


Jave been all ſeizd on in the Cities, have at 
leaſt a general Order to depart the Kingdom in 


fs many Days, the Heads of the richeſt Fami- 
lies taken up for Pledges or Repriſal for the Po- 
piſfi People in Briraim, and oblig'd to ranſom 


themſelves at the Expence of their Wealth; 


this was what, compar'd to a Maſſacre, would 


have been a mercify} uſage, and by which, 8 
| | e 
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Reconquering that Kingdom, would have b 
made tenfold more difficult than it was. 
As it is true, that the Iriſh Souldiery v 
very contemptible, and that the Engliſh were 
finitely encourag d by that in particular, to m 
thoſe bold Stands at Inniskilling and London-De 
ſo that had King James or his Council ſeen w 
was their proper Work, they ought to I 
brought over 20000 Foot, and 2000 Horſe 
the French Forces, and have ſent the King 
France as many Triſh in their room, which 
French King would have been glad of, and wi 
they could very, well have ſpar'd, even t. 
over. Had this been done, the Imiskilling P 
could never have ſtood their Ground, D 
would have been taken Sword in Hand, v 
about five Days open Trenches: None but 
Infatuated Councils, would have let a little 
fortifyed, ſorry, and indeed ſcarce defen 
Place, hold out four. Months, and baffle 22 
Men. id O28. peta 
Nor after all this, would the, Victory at 
Boyn have come ſo cheap as it did, or the 
of Dublin have come back unplunder d into 
Proteſtant Hands: But on the contrary, E 
illiam's General would have been fought 1 
at Duzkirk, and that Army that was reduce 
leſs than 6000 Men, by Sickneſs, and wan 
all Things, would never have been ſuffer 
retreat in the Face of 44000 Iriſh, and no 
Attack d. 1 £ 


Theſe 


Theſe Things Dr. Williams faw, and as 
thing but a Miracle, and an. Infatuation f 
Heaven could account for thoſe Things, 
common Underſtanding could have expe 
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them, or could have believ'd, that ſach a King- 
dom ſo entirely poſſeſsd and. enduced, as that 
was, under the Popiſh Powers of thoſe Times, 
could have avoided being entirely ruin'd. __ 
If theſe were the juſt and rational Expecta- 


tions of thoſe who beſt underſtood the State of 


Things in Ireland at the Time of. the Revoluti- 
on, what muſt their Apprehenſions be, when 
they ſaw the Meaſures which were taking to mo- 
del the ſame Kingdom, and to bring them by 
ſubtle and politic Steps, into the Hands of a 
Civil Adminiſtration, prepar'd to give them all 
up into the Hands of Popery again. I fay, what 


muſt Dr. Williams expect, when he ſaw the Pro- 


teſtant Army going to be put into the Hands of 
Papifts or jacohites; and the Patriots of the 
Revolution trampled under Foot. Could he 
do leſs than expec the Papiſts ſhould at laſt get 
all into their own' Hands again, and have ano- 
ther Caſt for it, another Opportunity to re- 
cover what they loft the opportunity of before, 
by their Miſtakes ? And that as they were now 
grown more politick by their Loſſes, ſo they 
would not be Fools enough to ſhew the Prote- 
ſtants ſo much dangerous Mercy as they did be- 
fore, or to run the hazard by their, Clemency, 
of miſcarrying a fecond time. „ 
By bow much clearer a View the Doctor had 
of theſe Things in Feland, at the latter end of 
the laſt Reign, by fa much the more did the 
Deliverance endear to him, and to all that faw 
with his Eyes, the Royal Family of Hanover, 
and the Acceſhon of King Grof, by whom 
the Scale of Affairs in Ireland, as well as in 
England, and infinitety more, was as effectually 
| | L2 chang'd, 
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changed, as they were once before at the Bat- 
J io oo Go oa; 
Nor was Dr, Williams Idle upon this ſecand 
Revolution, for ſuch it may -vety truly be calf d, 
but apply'd himfelf with all the Diligence his 


declining Age admitted, to animate the Iriſh 


* 


Gentlemen, who were here, with Tigprons Prinr 


ciples, in the Meaſures neceſſary to be taken in 
a Caſe of that Nature, viz. Shewing their Ab- 
horrence of the Proceedings of the former Reign, 
and particularly reſenting the Conduct of ſuc 
erſons who were found forward in betrayin 
heir Country to Popery. This aſſiſted greatly 
in reſtoring the Tranquillity of that Kingdom, 
and bringing it to that happy Circumſtance 
which it has been in ever fince, viz. That not 
2 Papiſt or a Jacobite of any Note, dares to ſtif 


or to appear with any threatningGeſturesor Lan; 


guage, as uſed to be the Caſe. But they either 
My or skulk about, in a manner, as if they ex- 
ine Juſtice ſnould lay hold on them for ſome 

. F 
In Scotland he view'd the Influence of King 
GrokGs's Reign, as it really was in moſt dan- 
ger, and yet he eſpous'd the Intereſt of King 
'GEoRGE's Friends there to the laſt; and as he 
began to be perfectly Maſter of the State and 
Condition of that Country, it was often his fear 
that things would be brought to Blood in that 


\ 


Country. 


However, this hindred not his laying a Foun- 


dation of Good to the beſt Intereſt in that Coun- 
try, tho with due reſerve againft The Feine 
of the return of Epiſcopacy there. The Trut 


of it is, the Exicnds of the Church of Scotland 


have 
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have very little reaſon to owe any kindneſs to 


the Scots Epiſcopal party there, whoſe bloody ꝓro- 


ceedings againſt the Presbyterians, when they 


had Power in their Hands, have left ſuch dread- 


fyl Marks behind them, and have made ſuch 
deep Impreſſions on the Minds of the People 
there, and on the Minds of all that read or en- 
quire into the Story of it, that Dr. Wilkiams 
muſt-have had little knowlege of Scots Affairs, 
or very little Concern for the Work he was pro- 
moting, if he had not reſervd this Bounty, 
and ſecur'd the Effects of it from a Set of Men, 
who are known to be ſworn Enemies of the 
People, for whoſe Service and Support it was 
intended; They may depend upon it, no Engliſh 
Man who ever propoſes to give any conſidera- 


ble Gift to theſe Uſes, as it is not improbable * 


but more may follow, will fail to follow this 
Example, and preſerye it from thoſe Hands, 
which will be ſure to employ it, in deſtroying 
that Church it was given to ſupport, 

I am not ignorant that it has been Objected, 
that the Gift or Legacy given by Dr. Williams to 


the Uniyerſity or Colleges of Glaſcow and E- 


dinburgh, are not Gifts to Scotland, or to the 
Univerſities as they are Scots, but are Gifts in- 
_ deed to the Diſſenters in*Erngiand, being appro- 

ated to the particular uſe of ſuch Students as 
Heal be ſent from England by the Truſtees, to 
ſtudy there; and that this was done, that the 
Diſſenters Youth might be the better Educated, 
he being one of thoſe Miniſters who was a lit- 
tle diſſatisfyd with the manner of finiſhing 
al not a little apprehenfive of the Diſſenters 
. By Acca- 


young Men for the Pulpits in Exgland; and with- 
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Accademies, would in Conſequence of the late 
Schiſm Act be entirely ſippreſ'd. e. 
"Tho? had this been true, with reſpect to the 
Diſſenters in England, the foreſight of Dr. il- 
liams had not been unjuſt; yet it ſeems a very 
weak Inference, which is drawn from thence, 
and indeed, ſomething malicious, that therefore 
his Legacy ſhould be no Advantage to the Uni- 
verſities of Scotland, or was not deſign'd by him 
as a Teſtimony of his Affection to Sorland, and 
to the Univerſities there; and this Cavil is moſt 
eaſily defeated by referring to the whole Fenour 
of his Conduct, with reſpect to Scotland, and 
particularly to the Will itſelf, where ſo much of 
the Truſt, as to the future Application of his: 
Charity, reſts upon the Maſters and Heads of the 
Colleges of Scotland, that it is evident his View 
was the mutual Advantage on both ſides; parti- 
cularly it is clear that he thought the Integrity 
and Capacity of thoſe Maſters, &c.* ſuch as it 
was fit to truſt the Care'of the Education of the 
Engliſh Diſſenters Miniſters to them, a Truſt of 
infinitely more concern than that of the Money. 
It can never therefore paſs for a Diſtruſt, there- 
fore, as fome would inſinuate, that he left thoſe 
Gifts to revert to his Truſtees, and left fo much 
of the power in theif hands, in the "Caſes fpe- 
cify'd'in his Will; ſeeing it is evident that all 
that was the product of his fears; only as to 
che return of the Epiſcopal Church, Firanny 
as above; and of his being very unwilling, as 
who could blame him, that any of his Gift ſhould 
come into the management of a Party of Men, 
who not fail to applic it, to deſtroy that Intereſt 
which it was given to ſupport. 5 
| Nor 
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Dor can the Epiſcopal Party in Scotland ob- 
ject any thing againſt the prudent diſpoſition of 
his Charity, or make any Reflections upon the 
2 — of the Proviſions made. by this Will of 
Dr. Williams to keep any part of his Gift out of 
their hands; ſeeing they have not charg d them- 
ſelves with any concern to conceal their Animo- 
ſity againſt that Intereſt, which this Legacy is 
lay d, as a fund to propogate and reſerve ; but 
openly upon all Occaſions teſtified to the World, 
that they would put the ſame meaſure in practiſe 
againſt them, as they did before; at, leaſt that 
they would leave noStcxe unturn'd to deſtroy and 
overthrow them: And as it is confeſsd that in 
this they are fair Enemies, and do nd way diſ- 
guiſe themſelves ; ſo the Doctor has been as open 
and undiſguis'd, as they farely letting them ſee 
that as he knew them to be Enemies : ſo he re- 
ſolv'd they ſhould never be ſtrengthened in that 
Enmity by a Gift, which in his Deſign was de- 
termin'd to aſſiſt againſt them. 1 
Thoſe thing are mention'd here, to record on 
one hand the true concern which the Doctor had 
upon his Mind of the dangerous Condition of 
thoſe Kingdoms in the late Reigns; and upon 
what Grounds: it was, that he founded his Joy 
at the Eſtabliſhment of the Royal Houſe of Han- 
over: And on the other hand, that he rejoycd 
in it, as it was the delivering theſe Nations 
froni a Flood of Popery and abominable Oppreſ- 
ſion, as it was an entire blaſting the hopes of 
The . barbarous Popiſh Party in Ireland, and the 
furious perſecuting Party in Scotland, and from 
the High Party in England as they were the 
fountain and ſupport of all the reſt.» = 
Win it 
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And it is very particular that as this Pelive- 
rance came to paſs, but a little time before his 
Death, ſo he ſeem | _ : 
rejoyce in it, and to look for nothing farther in 
his time: He did as it were with old Simeon, 


ſing his Nunc Dimittis, &c. and look upon this 


as the firtifhing the publick Deliverance ; as to 
the particular Deliverance of the Diſſenters : 1 
cannot y that he did much more than wiſh for 
it; indeed, he knew too much of the Deſigns of 
their vigilant Enemies, and the inſincerity of 
thoſe who were thought to be Friends, that I 
cannot fay the Doctor deed in the faith of that 
3 ever brought to paſs; at leaſt 
not otherwiſe than by the more immediate diſ- 
potrions of Providence in a manner differing 
Foc! all. We have yet feen attempted; and in- 
deed the difappointments which the Diſſenters 
have met with in that Affair, would have been 
left a real Difappointment to him; had he livd 
to ſee it, than it was to many others, and this 
meerly upon the account of the clear view he 
bad into thofe Things, and in which it muſt be 
faid, that hitherto it is apparent he was not 
deceiv'd. : V br 1 
We have ſeen here a general Glance: of the 
main Things he employ'd tis Time and Thoughts 

| „ for we take Dr. Williams not as a meer 
iniſter of their Goſpel, but as a faithful Watch. 
man over the Civil Intereſts of his Charge; and 
indeed, in this it might be ſaid he was a Miniftet 


to the whole Body, and all the Diſſenters in Eng- 


land and Jreland were his Congregation ; he. 


watch'd' for their good, was as vigttant for theit | 


d perfectly to acquieſce and 
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fſiaſety, their intereſts, and their advantages, 
nds if they had been his peculiar Charge. 


Yet all this while, as is obſerv'd before, he 


neither forgot or neglected the Duty of his more 
private Capacity; he did not forget that he was 
. . a Miniſter, and that he had upon him a paſtoral 
Charge: He preach'd to them conſtantly, ac- 
ceptably and ſucceſsfully : In his Sermons was 
_ ſeen the pure Spirit of a Goſpel Preacher: His 


Stile was maſterly and ſtrong, yet flowing fami- 


Har and Plain, mingled with the Beauty of Ora- 


tory, and yet with the Energy of the moſt con- 
vincing perſwading Language. 


One thing is to be obſerv'd in him, and in which 


C 


it were to be wiſt'd he were more ſtrictly fol- 


lowed by others, via. That he very rarely mingled 


the publick Affairs with his Divinity, or brought 
his politicks into his Pulpit : There he was grave, 


ſerious, affectionate, and weighty, and applied 
himſelf to the proper buſineſs of a Pulpit, viz. 


Speaking to the Souls of his Hearers, and preach- 
ang Chriſt Jeſus: 1325 EE 

It would be injuring him, rather than doing 
his Memory juſt ice, to go about here to deſcribe 


his Manner, his Words, his Conduct in Things 


religious; I muſt appeal to the Memory of his 
Hearers and Friends, who have felt the force of 
his Argument, and bow'd under the Excellence 
of his perſwading Talent; how clearly he 
argued, how cloſely he applied, how irreſiſtibly 
he exhorted; it is in vain to attempt a de- 
ſeription of his Life in this part of it. 

He ſtudiouſly avoided Politicks, and tho? he 


| Was by meer neceſſity engag'd in that unhappy 


Breach in the Union _ the Diſſenters, which 
oc- 
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occaſion'd the dividing the Tueſdays or Mer- 
chants Lectute; yet he bore his ſhare in that 
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Quarrel with ſo much Prudence, and treated 


the points in Diſpute with ſo much Calmneſs, 
and the Perſons who oppoſed him with ſo much 


Tenderneſs, that it gain'd him at that time the \. 


Applauſe of both the unhappily contending Par- 
ties, and the Reputation which none of the reſt 
obtain'd, viz. of leaving the Caſe better ex 
plain'd than he found it. e 1 
As he was not the firſt to open that Breaci 
among good Men, ſo he was always the: moſt - 
forward to cloſe it, and tho' it was perhaps ne- 
ver ſo perfectly healed as it might and ought to 
have been. Had the true Intereſt of the Diſſen- 
ters been ſtudied by the Parties on both Sides, 
and perhaps is not yet ſo healed ; yet this muſt 
be always ſaid of Dr. Williams that it was not 
for want of ſincere Deſires, and many Endea- 
vours to have it otherwiſe. For | 
For as above, he always, and molt induſtri- 
ouſly avoided Diſputes, eſpecially among Mini- 
ſters, as what always tended to weaken the In- 
treſt of Religion, and expoſe the Diſſenters; 
and above all tended to bring the ſaid Miniſtry 
of the Diſſenters into Contempt: It would ſwell 
this Hiſtory to an unreaſonable length; ſhould I 
20 about to prove that ſuch Things as thoſe do 
thus expoſe the Diſſenters; I mean ſhould I go to 
prove it by Examples, which are indeed very 
many; but this does not concern the Caſe in 
hand. Dr. IViliam's Part, was with as much 
earneſtneſs as poſſible to maintain Peace among 
his Brethren, that they might join their Strength; 
which as he obſerv'd, was all little enough to carry 
ON 
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on the great Work they were entruſted with 
The Breach mention'd above was indeed begun 


and carry'd on, when he had been but a little 
while in London, and when his Thoughts were 
embarraſs d ſuffciently with the Diſtreſſes of his 
Friends in Ireland; yet he always contributed his 


Part with his utmoſt Skill to Peace; and when 


he could not effectually bring it to paſs: He 
endeavour'd always to prevent the Animoſity 
from ſpreading, and to keep the Breach from 


being made wider than it was. 


In a Word, he was an univerſal Peace maker, 
an Encourager of all Charitable Principles, en- 
tertaining no profeſs'd Enmity in his Thoughts, 
where he could not cauſe his Judgment to agree, 
and endeavouring as much as in him lay, to make 
others as broad hearted as himſelf. STR 
As he laid out himſelf in publick Affairs while 
he liv'd; ſo he laid out what he left for publick 
good when he died; and thus his Life and Death 
ad the ſame general Tendency, viz. of doing 
good. Nor' was his Capacity unanſwerable- to 
this greatneſs of Soul either way. He had a 
great Eſtate, but his Deſigns were equal to it ; 


and tho” it is in it ſelf the greateſt Legacy that 


I find has been upon any Occaſion what ever left 
to the publick Uſe of the Diſſenters only, yet 
had it been ten times as great, tis evident, he 
had a Heart large enough, and concern for their 
Intereſt great enough to have given it all among 
them; and they have a great deal of Reaſon to 
honour his Memory, ſince no Man has ever 
ſhew'd a greater Affection to their Intereſt, as 
well as zcal for their Cauſe. IPODS 
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Co NC LUS TO N. 
In writing theſe Memoirs of D. Williams's Life, 


I have not enter'd into any part of his Family Hi- 
ſtory, or of his Conduct in his particular Affairs; 


neither have I given the Complement to his Cha- 


racter, which is uſual in thoſe who write the 


Lives of ſuch Men. I have not conſulted in this | 


either with his Relations, or thoſe who may 
think they could have given hints needful to 
illuſtrate his Story in his relative Capacities 3 
Nor have I thought thoſe meaner Parts of his Hi- 
ſtory ſo much worth dwelling upon; and that 
none may think the Work far coming ſhort of 
your Expectation : I have given it not the Title 
of a Hiſtory of his Life, but Memoirs of his 
Life: To which Title 1 have enfdeayourd to 
be juſt. CO La ap | 

His particular Friends may think all is not 
Jaid of him, that might be ſaid, and if that be 
true, they are at liberty to do his Memory more 
juſtice when they think fit: They will eaſily 
ſee that the Author of theſe Memoirs is one that 
has not been a Stranger to the Doctor, or unac- 
quainted even with ſome of the Receſſes of his 
Life, and tho it may not be eaſie for them to 
ſatisfy their Curioſity in an enquiry into the Per- 
ſon: I hope they will ſee it is one that is willing 
to honour the Memory of the Man he writes 
of; and fo far, if they are in the Number of his 
Friends, they cannot reaſonably. diſlike the 
*undertaking- n 


1 


* 


\ 


0 


8 give a compleat Hiſtory of his Life. 
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I if mw Thing be omitted, or. but too ſuper- 
* ficially 


poken to,if in any thing that is ſpoken to, 
they are able to go further, and more to his 


2 Adyantage ; They cannot want Opportunity to 
go on where this Work leaves off; ſuch a Marys 


. > willing to give a more pe 
the mean time this may be truly ſaid, that per- 


Life will furniſh Matter for many Memoirs, and 
it will be ſcarce poſſible for any fingle Man to 


Let this Attempt then offend no Man for its 
deficiency; becauſe it * no Man that is 
ect Account, and in 


ha ps no ſingle Perſon remains alive, that has had 


1 


ſo general and ſo long a knowlege of, and ſo par- 
ticular an intimacy with the Doctor's Conduct 
in the Things here ſpoken of, or ſo many Op- 
portunities to be acquainted with the parti- 
culars, as the Perſon who has handed theſe Me- 
moirs to the Publick. 
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In the Diſenters Burying Place, nc ar Bun- 
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| hill-Fields, Oz @ black Marble Tomb, incloſed 
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uſters, is the following In- 


em ">. 
DANIELIS WILLIAMS, S. I. P. 
Wreramiae in Comitatu Denbigenſi, 
inter Cambro-Britannos nati, 
ui à primis cunis | 
Pietate; aeque ac bonis Literis feliciter imbutus, 
Divini Verbi Præconis munus admodum juvenis 


in multis Angliae partibus, non ſine laude pertgit 


deinde apud Hibernos, præcipue Eblanae, 


. Ubi 
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Ubi media tate, enn er een ſui deſiderium 
inter omnes reformatae fidei Cultores reliquit. 
Tandem Pontificia Tyrannide Londinum' ſe conferre cdactus, 3 
Mä-gna ibi celebritate Famae per multos annos 
"ft ad mortem uſque floruit. 18 4 
5 Vir ampliſſimà mente, lh 
in quo acutiſſimum Ingenium cum :judicig ſubactiſſimo 
quod paucis contigit, conjungam videbatur. 
| In omnibus Theologie 
partibus, ſi quiſquam alius, verſatiſſimus, | 
Concionator vehemens idem & acer, gravis & copioſus, 
aſſiduus & felix, ad docendum, probandum, permoven- 
prout res poſtulabet, aeque accommodatus. [dum 
Paſtor dubium peritior, an vigilantior, 
ad Chriſtianam fidem promovendam, opera, ſe, gratia, 
Non in Patria ſolum, ſed etiam apud exteros, - 
* | _ ſemper paratiſlimus he 
4 3 dd conſilia ſive danda 
ſive exequenda pariter inſtructiſſimus: 
Idemq; in arduis aeque difficillimis rebys, tum publicis 
tum privatis, peragendis non minor! prudentia, 
_ & diligentia, quam integritate conſpicuus, 
| In omnes charitate, 
| atque candore animi fingulari : 
Sibi in re ampliſſima parcus, in alios vero, pauperes 
pracipue, ac rempublicam, ut ſemper alius, 
ita teſtamento munificentiſſtmus. 
Denique omnis virtutis, | 
| quantum mortalium capit conditio. 
dum vixit ſtudioſiſſimus; eorum, quae illa non admittit 
annis jam & laude plenus, in coeleſti coetu 
particeps factus, VII. Kal. Feb. 
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